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Vatican City, May 7, 2025 – As preparations begin for the conclave to select Pope Francis’
successor, senior cardinals have acknowledged the significant challenges awaiting the next
leader of the Roman Catholic Church. Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Vatican Secretary of State,
emphasized that the new pope will step into a “complex moment in history,” marked by global
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conflicts, rising secularism, and humanitarian crises.
The conclave, set to convene at the Vatican later this month, brings together 120 cardinal electors
from around the world. Their mission is to elect a leader who can guide the Church through
turbulent times while reinforcing its core values. Cardinal Parolin underscored the need for a
pontiff who can “bridge divisions and strengthen faith amidst modern challenges.”
The next pope is expected to address critical issues such as interfaith dialogue, climate change,
and the Church’s role in mediating peace in conflict zones. Furthermore, strengthening
community engagement and addressing internal Church reforms are seen as priorities to restore
trust and unity among the faithful.
Global observers anticipate that the selection process may reflect a shift towards inclusivity and
modernity, as the Church seeks to resonate with younger generations and marginalized
communities. The Vatican’s emphasis on humanitarian efforts, along with Pope Francis’ legacy of
social justice, is expected to influence the electors’ decision-making.
The conclave remains a closely guarded process, with its outcomes holding significant
implications not just for Catholics but for global diplomacy and interfaith relations. As the Church
prepares for a new chapter, anticipation grows over who will emerge as its spiritual leader and
guide it through an era of transformation.




