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Moscow, May 13 (QNA)-Russian Presidential Spokesperson Dmitry Peskovannounced on
Tuesday thathis countryis continuingits preparations for direct negotiations with Ukraine,
scheduled to take place on ThursdayinIstanbul, Turkiye.

Peskovadded that Russia willannounce the identity ofits representative to the negotiations once
President Vladimir Putindeemsit necessary.

Respondingto a questionregarding the potential participation of Europeanleadersatthe
negotiating tablein Turkiye, Peskov asserted that Europe stands entirely aligned with Ukraine
and, therefore, cannot credibly claim to adopt a neutral or balanced posture in such a pivotal
negotiation process.

LastSunday, Putinannounced aninitiative toresume direct negotiations with Ukraine in
Istanbul, without any preconditions, inresponse to the Ukrainian and European proposal for
direct talks conditioned on Russia’s acceptance of a 30-day truce.

The administration of US President Donald Trump is mediating efforts to bring an end to the
Russia-Ukraine crisis, with high-level talks having been held with the Russian side in Riyadh,

SaudiArabia, onFeb.18.
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