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The United States Supreme Court convened on Monday to hear historic arguments regarding
birthright citizenship, a case that could redefine the interpretation of the 14th Amendment. The
legal battle centers on whether children born in the U.S. to undocumented immigrants are
automatically granted citizenship.
Legal experts consider this one of the most significant constitutional challenges in recent years,
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with implications that could reshape immigration policy. Advocates for birthright citizenship
argue that the 14th Amendment’s language is clear in granting citizenship to “all persons born or
naturalized in the United States,” regardless of their parents’ legal status. Opponents, however,
contend that the amendment was never intended to apply to individuals born to undocumented
immigrants, pointing to the original context of its drafting after the Civil War.
During the hearing, justices posed pointed questions about constitutional interpretation and
legislative intent, signaling the potential for a deeply divided decision. Chief Justice John Roberts
emphasized the need to consider historical context, while Justice Sonia Sotomayor highlighted the
risks of altering long-standing interpretations of the Constitution.
Civil rights groups have expressed concern that revoking birthright citizenship could create a class
of stateless individuals and disrupt millions of families across the nation. Immigration reform
advocates, however, argue that a change could address illegal immigration and reinforce border
security.
A ruling on the case is expected later this year, with both sides anticipating a landmark decision
that could reshape the understanding of citizenship in the United States.


