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Inasignificantdiplomatic breakthrough, Russian and Ukrainian officials met for the first time

sincethe conflicteruptedin 2022. The high-level discussions, held ataneutral venue, focused on

de-escalating hostilities and exploring potential pathways for peace.

Diplomatic sources confirmed thatinternational mediators facilitated the talks, with key topics
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including ceasefire agreements, prisoner exchanges, and thereopening of humanitarian

corridors. Both sides expressed cautious optimism, acknowledging the complexity of unresolved

disputes but signaling a willingness to explore solutions.

The discussions come amid mounting international pressure for resolution, with globalleaders

urging both nations to prioritize dialogue over conflict. Analysts view the negotiations as a critical

step toward defusing tensions, though substantial challenges remain.

Ukrainian officials emphasized the importance of territorial sovereignty and demanded the

withdrawal of Russian military forces as a prerequisite forlasting peace. Meanwhile, Russian

representatives called for guaranteesonregional security and thelifting of sanctions as partofany

broader agreement.

Observersnoted that while the initial meeting was primarily exploratory, it could pave the way for

structured negotiations in the coming months. Diplomatic sources suggest that further

engagements are anticipated asboth sides evaluate the outcomes of this critical dialogue.

Theinternational community remains attentive, hopeful that these talks maylay the groundwork

for sustained peace efforts and a potential resolution to the prolonged conflict.



