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Allegations Emerge That CCP Cadres Refer to the University as Their ‘ Party School’

rki.news

June1,2025-Harvard Universityis facing renewed scrutiny overitslong-standing educational

programs involving officials from the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), following revelations that

some Chinese cadresreportedlyrefer to the institution as their de facto “Party School” abroad.


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/harvards-ties-to-chinese-officials-under-scrutiny-amid-growing-concerns/

Over the pasttwo decades, hundreds of Chinese government officials and bureaucrats have
attended executive training and public administration programs at Harvard's Kennedy School of
Government and other affiliated departments. While the programs were initially intended to
foster dialogue, modern governance principles, and cross-cultural exchange, criticsnow argue
theymayhaveinstead served tobolster authoritarian governance methods by offering

internationallegitimacy and elite education to CCP members.

Concernshaveintensified after recent comments by several Chinese officials, asreported in
Western media, describing Harvard as an unofficial extension of CCP cadre training—akin to the
Central Party Schoolin Beijing, which educates China's top leadership. Such descriptions have
sparked debate over the university sroleininternational political dynamics and whether its

academic offerings have unintentionally become soft power tools for authoritarian regimes.

U.S.lawmakersand academic freedom advocates are calling for greater transparencyregarding
foreign government ties to American educational institutions. Some have proposed new
disclosurerequirements for universities hosting foreign officials, particularly from countries

with questionable humanrightsrecords.

Inresponse, Harvard officials maintain that their programs are grounded in academic

independence and are opento awide variety of global participants. A spokesperson from the



university stated, “Our executive education programs are designed to advance good governance,
transparency, and evidence-based public policy. Participants come from diverse political

systems, and engagement is critical tomutual understanding.”

Still, the growing presence of CCP-linked figures on American campuses hasignited broader
concerns aboutintellectual property, ideological influence, and the ethical boundaries of global

academic cooperation.

Asgeopolitical tensions between the U.S. and China continue torise, especially in technology,
trade, and defense sectors, Harvard's relationship with Chinese officials willlikely remain under
intense observation. The university now findsitselfat the crossroads of academia and geopolitics,
navigating a delicate balance betweeninternational engagement and national security

considerations



