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Thailand’s Constitutional Court has suspended Prime Minister Paetongtarn Shinawatraovera
leaked phone call with former Cambodianleader Hun Sen, igniting political uproar and
intensifying calls for her dismissal. In the audio, Paetongtarn affectionately referred to Hun Sen as
“uncle” and criticized a Thai military commander remarks that sparked backlash from

conservative lawmakers and the public.
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The courtvoted 7-2 to suspend her whilereviewing a petition seeking herremoval. Shenowhas 15
daystosubmither defense.Intheinterim, the deputy prime minister will serve as acting PM,
though Paetongtarnremainsinthe cabinet as culture minister, a position assigned justhours
before the court’s decision.

Theleaked callreportedlyinvolved sensitive discussions about thelong-standing Thai-
Cambodian border dispute, reignited after a Cambodian soldier waskilled in May. Critics accuse
Paetongtarn ofundermining nationalinterests, but she defended the call, saying her intentions
wereto avoid chaos andloss oflife,” and reiterated her actions were “‘more than 100%... for the
country.”

Ifremoved, Paetongtarn would become the third member of the Shinawatra family tolose power
prematurely, following the dismissal ofher aunt Yingluck and predecessor Srettha Thavisin. Her
PheuThaipartyhasfacedrepeatedjudicial setbacks mostrecently, the courtdisqualified the
reformist Move Forward Party, despiteitselectoral successin 2023.

Theruling comesas Paetongtarn’s father, former PM Thaksin Shinawatra, facestrialunder
Thailand s strictlese majeste law. He returned from exile last year under a controversial deal with
former politicalrivals, including factions linked to the military and monarchy.

At 38, Paetongtarnis Thailand's youngestleader and only the second woman to serve as prime



minister, buther future nowhangsin the balance amid a volatile political landscape.



