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LONDON, July 14—Extreme weather isbecoming the newnormalin the UK, according to the Met
Office’slatest State of the UK Climate report, which warns that the country's climate isnow
“notably different” from just a few decades ago.

Thereportrevealsthatthe UKis breaking heatandrainfallrecords with increasing frequency as

global warmingintensifies. Greenhouse gas emissions haveled to arisein thenumber of hotdays
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and adecreasein extremely cold nights, fundamentally reshaping weather patterns across the
country.

Climate scientist Mike Kendon, lead author of the report, emphasized that the UKis on a steady
warmingtrajectory. Everyyear thatgoes by isanother upward step, hesaid, noting that
changesarealready having tangible impacts on ecosystems and biodiversity.

Theyear 2024 saw a series of record-breaking events, including the second-warmest February,
warmest May, warmest spring, and the fifth-warmest December and winter since records began
in 1884.Early data suggests some of theserecords have already been surpassedin 2025.
Thissummer, the UKis grappling with its third heatwave, affecting not only southern England but
also Wales, NorthernIreland, and Scotland. Inresponse to the ongoing heatand drought
conditions, Yorkshire imposed the firsthosepipe ban of the year following the warmest June on
record.England alsorecordeditsdriestand sunniestspringin over 130years.

The Environment Agency declared drought status for Yorkshire and north-west England in June,
withmoreregions expected tobe added after the National Drought Group’s upcoming meeting.
The Met Office warns that without significantaction toreduce emissions, the frequency and

intensity of extreme weather eventsin the UKwill only worsen in the years to come.



