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BERLIN July 16 —German Chancellor Friedrich Merz haswarned that the European Unionis fully
preparedtorespond with countermeasuresifthe United States proceeds with new tariffhikes.
Speakingatajoint press conference with Bavarian Minister-President Markus Soeder Merz urged
the USadministration notto underestimate the EU's willingness to act. He emphasized that while

the EUhopestoavoid escalationitisready to defend its economicinterestsifnecessary.


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/eu-signals-readiness-to-respond-to-us-tariff-threat/

“We are prepared butstill believe in anegotiated solution,” Merz said. He noted ongoing
communication with both US President Donald Trump and European Commission President
Ursulavonder Leyenaimed atreachinga compromise thatwouldreduce trade tensions and
restore lower tarifflevels.

Merz pointed out that negotiationsremain possible until the end of July but acknowledged that
progresswill be difficult.

President Trump announced on Saturday that the USwillimpose 30 percent tariffs on EU exports
beginning August 1.Inresponse von der Leyen confirmed that the European Union would
introduce countermeasuresifthe tariffs are enforced.

The EU’s firm but measured stance reflects growing concern across European capitals about rising
transatlantic trade friction and its potential impact on key sectors.

Effortstoresolve the dispute diplomatically remain ongoing.



