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In August 2019, the Government of Indiaremoved Article 370 and Article 35A fromthe

Constitution. These were special provisions that gave Jammu and Kashmir a unique status within

India.For decades, peopleintheregionbelieved these articleswere more than justlegal

provisions; theywere a promise that theiridentity, culture, belonging, and certain rights would

beprotected. Article 370 allowed Jammu and Kashmir to have its own constitution and a certain

level ofindependence in makinglaws, while Article 35A gave special rights to permanent

residents, such as exclusiverightstoownland and access to governmentjobs and scholarships.
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Some argued thatthese provisions were stopping the region from fully developing and integrating
withtherest ofIndia.Itwassaid that these articles polarized people by creating a sense of
Kashmir's “special status” and holding back progress. Removing them was seen as an effort to
opentheregiontomoreinvestments, build newindustries, createjobs, and ensure equal rights
forall, regardless of where they came from. This move was framed as an act of national unity,
aimed atbringing peace and prosperity toaregion that had suffered decades of conflict and
violence.

Butfor many peoplelivingin Indian Illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir, thingslooked very
different. Theregion was suddenly under heavy military, with soldiers everywhere. Phones and
internetservices were cut off for months. Schools and colleges were closed. Local political leaders,
including former chief ministers, were detained or placed under house arrest. Ordinary people
couldn’t communicate with their families, run their businesses, or attend online classes. The way
the decisionwas carried out made it feel asif Kashmirishad no voice or choice in something that
affected theirlivesso deeply.

One ofthe biggestfearsamong Kashmirisis theloss of their uniqueidentity and culture. Before
August 2019, land ownership wasrestricted to permanentresidents, which helped maintain the

region’s demographicbalance and protected its cultural heritage. With the removal of these



protections, anyone from any partofIndia cannow buyland and settle there. Many Kashmiris
fear this will slowly change the demographic makeup of their homeland and leave them as
minoritiesin their own region. For them, thisisn'tjustabout property; it'sabout belonging,
identity, and control over their future. A university student described this impactin these words:
“My grandparents foughthard to protect our land and our identity. Now Iworry thatin 20 years,
wewill be strangers in our own home.”

The emotionalimpactofthisdecision hasbeen heavy.People feel alienated and mistrustful of the
governmentbecause such a significant step was taken without even consulting them or their
elected representatives. Their state was also downgraded to a Union Territory, which reduced its
political power and control. This created a sense of humiliation for many, who feellike they have
been pushed further away fromtherestofIndia rather than brought closer.

From an economic perspective, the government promises big investments, infrastructure
projects, and jobs. However, on the ground, many people feel these promises are slow to
materialize or maynot benefitlocals as much as outsiders. Youth unemploymentis still high, and
tourism, once alifeline for many, has been affected by security concerns and instability. The long
internet shutdown also caused studentstolose preciouslearning opportunities and harmed small

businessesthatrelied on online services.



For many Kashmiris, theissueisnot only aboutjobsand developmentbutalso about dignity and
respect. Theywantto feelheard and included in decisions about theirland and future. The
abrogation of Article 370 may have removed old legal barriers, butitalso deepened emotional
wounds. People who have alreadylived with conflict and uncertainty for decadesnow feel an
added sense ofinsecurity about theiridentity and future.

Some peopleinIndiabelieve these fears are exaggerated and that, over time, the benefits will
reach everyone. But for many Kashmiris, trusthasbeen broken. Rebuilding that trust will take
more thanbuilding roads or opening industries; it willrequire honest dialogue, respect forlocal
voices, and sensitivity totheregion’s culture and emotions.

Thereality of Indian Illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir after August 2019 is complicated.
Many people feel theiridentity hasbeen weakened, their political voice silenced, and their future
made uncertain. Healing these grievances will require understanding and empathy, notjust
policies and investments.

Thetruthisthat progress cannot onlybe measured ininfrastructure orinvestments. For the
people of Kashmir, italso means peace of mind, respect for their culturalidentity, and havinga
sayintheir own future. Without addressing these emotional and political concerns, development

alone cannotbringlasting peace.



Jammu and Kashmirisanillegally occupied territory by India. The people of Kashmir were
promised a plebiscite under United Nations Security Council Resolution 47 (1948),and a dozen
more thatfollowed which wasnever held. The abrogation of Articles370and 35Ain 2019isseenas
aunilateralaction that changes theregion’s status without the consent of its people, something
many around the world view as being againstboth international agreements and the spirit of UN

resolutions.
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