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Riyadh, March 21 (QNA)-The Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), Jasem
Mohamed Albudaiwiemphasized the necessity for the international community to take the
necessary measures to end the suffering of the Palestinian people from the afflictions of Israeli
racialdiscrimination, which iscommitted on a daily basis against the Palestinian people.

The statement was made on the occasion of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial
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Discrimination, observed on March 21stofeach year.

The GCCSecretary-General referred to the tragic situation in the Gaza Strip and the persecution,
discrimination, and racial segregation suffered by the Palestinian people, whichisbhased on
dominance, imposition of restrictions, deprivation, differentiation, and serious violations of
humanrightsand internationallaw by the Israeli occupying forces.

Albudaiwi affirmed the commitment of the GCCmember states to the provisions of the Declaration
of Human Rights of the Cooperation Council, which guaranteesrights enshrined in their
constitutions and nationallegislation.

He specifically referred to Article 2 of the Declaration, which states that “people are equalin
human dignity, rights, and freedoms, and they are equal before thelaw without discrimination
based on origin, sex, religion, language, color, or any other form of discrimination.” He also stated
thattheleaders ofthe GCC countriesbelieveinthe dignity ofhumanbeingsand respect for their
rights, stressing their commitmentto their protection as guaranteed by Islamiclaw, aswell asthe
principleslaid outinthe United Nations Charter and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
“The International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, which all
the GCCmember stateshaveratified, hasalso played arole in shaping the GCC countries’
legislative and regulatory frameworks that are aimed at combating racial discrimination, hatred,

and prejudice, aswell as promoting a culture of tolerance, coexistence, justice, and equality in



theirsocieties,” Albudaiwi said.

He commended therole played by the GCC countries in the process of achievinglasting peace,
whichisprimarily based on equality and non-discrimination. Additionally, he encouraged the
international community to recognize the importance of eliminating all forms of discrimination in
taking strict measuresto eliminate the causes and conditions that create racial discrimination
worldwide. (QNA)
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