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Phnom Penh/Bangkok, July 31 —Cambodia hasurged Thailand toimmediately release 20 of its

soldierswhowere detained after a ceasefire between the two countries had already come into

effect.

Atapressconference on Thursday, Cambodian Defence Ministry spokesperson Lt. Gen. Maly

Socheatasaid that 21 Cambodian soldiers were taken into custody by Thai forces on the morning of
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July 29, despite the ceasefire agreement.

“Sadly, we havereceived onesoldier'sbody,” she stated. “We call on the Thai authorities toreturn
theremaining 20 soldiers to Cambodia without delay.”

She added that Malaysia, initsrole as the current ASEAN chair, ishelpingboth sidesfind a
peacefulresolution.

The Thaiarmy confirmed the detentions, saying the Cambodian soldiers will be repatriated after
going through necessarylegal procedures. Thaiofficials also stated that the soldiers are being
treatedinline with internationallaw.

Tensions flared on July 24 when clashes broke out between Cambodian and Thai troops along the
border. A ceasefire agreement wasreached on Monday, taking effect at midnight the same day.
Cambodiahopesfor swiftaction from Thailand to avoid further escalation and to

upholdregional peace.



