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Evolving Russia-NATO Conflict in Ukraine: Parallels to a World War 3 Scenario
The ongoing conflict between Russia and Ukraine is of great significance, as it is one of the most
violent and far-reaching conflicts since the end of World War II. The outcome of this conflict will
likely shape the future of global power dynamics for years to come. The root of the conflict can be
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traced back to Russia’s annexation of Crimea and NATO’s eastward expansion, which has created
a strategic rivalry between the East and West. Ukraine, located in Eastern Europe, is strategically
important for NATO due to its location along the Black Sea. The region is of great interest to the
Alliance, which seeks to maintain stability and security there. As a result, Ukraine has become a
focal point of confrontation between the US, NATO, the West, and Russia. In response, NATO allies
have pledged to provide long-term support to Ukraine against Russia. The conflict itself stems
from a security dilemma between Russia and NATO states. NATO provided collective security
against Soviet aggression during the Cold War, but tension arose when the alliance expanded
eastward after the collapse of the Soviet Union. The 1999 NATO intervention in Kosovo further
strained relations with Russia, leading to the establishment of the NATO-Russia Council in 2002.
However, all cooperation was suspended in 2014 in response to Russia’s military intervention in
Ukraine and its occupation of Crimea. The war between Russia and Ukraine has had a severe
impact on the global economy, with European nations suffering. However, despite this, they have
yet to agree with the peace table.

Since February 22, 2022, the states of Ukraine and Russia have been embroiled in a battle, with
Ukraine initially adopting a defensive stance against Russia. However, following support from
NATO and the United States, Ukraine has shifted towards an offensive approach. The current



situation reflects an escalation in tensions between the two countries, with significant geopolitical
implications for the region and beyond. Russia poses an open threat and a challenging situation for
NATO and other European states. Since 2022, NATO and the USA have been issuing warning
statements. If Russia becomes victorious and occupies Ukraine’s territory, other neighboring
states could likely be next. On the other hand, Russia’s concerns are also not wrong, if Ukraine
joins NATO, Russia sees it as a threat because they do not want their enemy to be stationed on their
border.
Currently, the scenario depicts Russia as victorious because Ukraine failed to achieve its target,
despite millions of dollars in aid, military, economic, and strategic support from ICJ, NATO, UNO,
EU USA, and the UK. Since 2014 USA and the EU have applied a bundle of economic and military
sanctions against Russia.There is a significant number of drone attacks, deaths, injuries, and
escalating tensions on both sides. The situation in Ukraine is particularly worrying as reports
indicate that Russian forces are making gains and expanding their territory in the region with each
passing day.
Recently, the Pentagon chief and the US Secretary of Defense made a statement that some consider
to be immature. They suggested that if Ukraine loses in a potential conflict with Russia, NATO
would intervene. Meanwhile, the President of France is urging Ukraine’s allies to show courage



and send military support to Ukraine. Russia has been warned several times that if NATO decides
to engage in direct conflict with Russia, it could escalate into World War III. In the current ongoing
conflict, it seems that European states, the USA, and NATO are exacerbating the situation instead
of working towards peace and negotiation. In this day and age, the value of human lives, mental
health, and survival should be prioritized over territory. All parties involved should take a
proactive approach in stopping this humanitarian crisis between the two states.


