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PM directs swift action against tax defaulters, evaders
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Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on Mondayissued urgentdirectives to take decisive
action againsttax defaultersand evaders, signalling arenewed crackdown on financial
misconductinthe country.Inahigh-level meeting held in Islamabad regarding the
implementation of the track and trace system, the premier chaired discussions aimed at
bolstering tax enforcement measures across various sectors of the economy. A committee has

been tasked withidentifying obstacles within the system and pinpointing those responsible for tax
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theft within a strictseven-day timeframe, the PM Office media wingsaid in a pressrelease.The

committee would be tasked to submit proposals for enforcing automatic tax systemin factories

andindustries.

The meetingwas attended by federal ministersincluding Muhammad Aurangzeb, Ahad Khan

Cheema, Deputy Chairman Planning Commission Jehanzaib Khan, Chairman FBR Malik Amjad

Zubair Tiwana and other senior officials. PM Shehbaz questioned as to why the system was still

inactive, saying thatitshould have been made functionalin the tobacco, sugar, cement and

fertiliser industriesin thelasttwo years and that the system should be placed in other important

sectors oftheeconomy. He said thatall thelegalimpedimentsin the enforcement of the trackand

trace system should beremoved. The prime minister directed that the system should be enforced

atallthe productionlines of cement factories, besides he summoned a comprehensive plan for

digital strategy and automated track and trace system. He further directed that all factories

resisting theimplementation of the track and trace system should beimmediately sealed. He

expressed thatbesides generating revenues, the said system could also be utilised to identify

counterfeitand substandard products. The prime minister called for an end to the circulation of

fake and unregistered cigarettes and emphasised their destruction. He highlighted that the

countrywas grappling with economicissues, exacerbated by the connivance of mafia elements



causing harmtothe national economy. Additionally, the prime minister emphasised seeking
assistance frominternational institutions inimplementing the track and trace system. During the
meeting, detailed information was provided about the challenges hindering the automated
implementation of the track and trace system in the cement, sugar, fertiliser, and tobacco sectors.
Itwasreported that out of 14 tobacco factories, the system was fully functional, while 12 others
hadbeensealed due tonon-compliance. The system was fully operational in the fertiliser
industry, butencountered issuesin sugar and cement factories, which were being addressed due
totechnicalreasons. Furthermore, the meetingwasinformed that raids were being conducted on
warehouses nationwide to combat smuggling. The prime minister directed law enforcement

agenciesto supportthe Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) in this endeavour.



