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Caracas, August 26 —Venezuelan Foreign Minister Yvan Gil has voiced strong concern over recent

U.S.military deploymentsin the Caribbean, including the arrival of a nuclear-powered

submarine, and called for United Nationsintervention to safeguard regional peace.

During ameeting with Gianluca Rampolla, UN Resident Coordinator in Venezuela, Gilwarned

thattheseactions pose threatstoaregiondeclared aZone of Peacein 2014by CELACand
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recognized by the UN. “We discussed the threats from the United States facing the region and
urged the UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres to helprestore common sense,” Gilsaidina
Telegram post.

Hedismissed U.S. claims that the deployments aim to fight drug trafficking, stressing that
Venezuelaremainsa “territory free ofillicit crops.” Reportsindicate the USS Lake Erie, a guided
missile cruiser, and the USS Newport News, anuclear-powered fast attack submarine, are
expectedinthe Caribbean nextweek.

Venezuela hasdemanded Washington haltits military buildup and guarantee it willnot deploy or

threatentousenuclear weaponsin Latin America and the Caribbean.



