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SEOUL, Sept.7, 2025 —South Korea announced Sunday that negotiations with the United Statesto

secure therelease of more than 300 South Korean nationalsdetained during araid ata Hyundai LG

battery plantin Georgia have concluded successfully, with their repatriation expected soon.

Theraid, carried out Thursdayin the town of Ellabell, marked thelargest single site operation


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/south-korea-secures-release-of-detained-workers-in-u-s/

under U.S.President Donald Trump's ongoing anti migrant campaign. Video footage released by
U.S.authorities showed workers in handcuffs and ankle chains being escorted onto buses,
sparkingoutragein Seoul.

Kang Hoonssik, chiefof staffto President Lee Jae Myung, said the swift response by Seoul ensured
progress. “Negotiations for the release of the detained workers have been concluded. Only
administrative procedures remain before a chartered flight departs to bring our citizens home,”
hestated.

Thedetaineesinclude 47 LG Energy Solution employees, 46 South Koreans and one Indonesian,
while the majority of others, around 250, are believed to be subcontractor staff, most of them
South Korean.

Inasignofurgency, LG Energy Solution dispatched senior executive Kim Kisoo to Georgia on
Sunday. Speaking before departure, Kim stressed that “the immediate priority nowis the swift
release of both our employees and those of our partner firms.”

The incident hasunderscored tensions between Washington's domestic enforcement policies and
theinterests of foreign investors, particularly as South Korean companies play a centralrolein the
U.S.electricvehicle battery supply chain. Seoul officials said they would continue towork closely

with U.S. counterparts to prevent similar disruptionsin the future.



