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UAE Weighs Downgrading Israel Ties Over
Possible West Bank Annexation
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The United Arab Emiratesis considering downgradingits diplomaticrelations with Israel if Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu proceeds with annexing parts ofthe occupied West Bank,
according to sources familiar with Abu Dhabi’s discussions.

The UAE, one of only a few Arab states with formal ties toIsrael, has grownincreasingly uneasy as


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/uae-weighs-downgrading-israel-ties-over-possible-west-bank-annexation/

Netanyahu'sright-wing coalition edges closer to annexation moves. Such a step would undermine
the Abraham Accords, the 2020 agreement that normalized tiesbetween Israel and the UAE,
Bahrain, and Morocco. The deal, brokered under former U.S. President Donald Trump, was once
hailed as alandmark for regional cooperation.

Tensionshave already beenrising during the nearly two-year Gazawar. Businesslinks between
the UAE and Israel have cooled, and lastweek Abu Dhabibarred Israeli defense companies from
taking partin the Dubai Airshow, amove confirmed by Israeli officials.

While AbuDhabiis not considering fully severingties, Emirati officialshave warned that
annexation would jeopardize the accords and derail regionalintegration efforts. The UAE's Lana
Nusseibeh publicly cautioned earlier thismonth that such actionswould carry serious
consequences.

Netanyahuhad pledged to delay annexation for four yearsunder the accords, but that period has
passed, and ministersin his government, including Bezalel Smotrich and Itamar Ben-Gvir, are
openly pushing for maps to annex most of the West Bank.

The UAE has also condemned Israeli policies in Gaza and Jerusalem’s Al Agsa compound,

reiterating support for anindependent Palestinian state as key toregional stability.



