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Qatar Foundation’s BilAraby Gathering 2026 Opens for Speaker Nominations

Submit ideas that demonstrate innovation and inspire positive societal change by 6 November


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/qatar-foundations-bilaraby-gathering-2026-opens-for-speaker-nominations/

Doha, Qatar, 8 October 2025: Qatar Foundation's BilAraby initiative has opened nominations
for speakersforitssecond annual gathering in Doha scheduled to take place in 2026. The annual
gatheringisthelargestevent within the BilArabyinitiative, encompassing bothlocaland regional
activities featuring dialogue sessions, workshops, and designated areas for stakeholders and

speakers.

Thisevent provides an open platform for exchangingideas and insights, while promoting cultural

andintellectual creativity.

Successful applicantswill have the chance to present forward-thinkingideas. By linking
innovation with cultural heritage, the gatheringreflects the aspirations of Arabic-speaking

communities and fosters a sustainable and prosperous future.

How to Participate

Nominations for speakers are now open on BilAraby's website: https://www.bilaraby.qa/.

Interested applicants can submitan online form along with their resume and a summary of their

proposedidea.Proposedideasshould demonstrate intellectual orinnovative value and have the

potential toinspire positive societal change. The deadline for nominationsis 6 November.


https://www.bilaraby.qa/en

Successful applicantswill have unique opportunities, such as presenting theirideastoabroad
audience, participatinginregional events, receiving public speaking training, and networking
with organizations that supportinnovation. Theywill alsobecome part of the growing BilAraby

community.

Invitation to Partners

BilArabyinvites organizations and businessesto partner and sponsor the Gathering, expanding
theeventand enhancingitssocietal and cultural impact. This partnership providesaccesstoa

wide audience interested ininnovation, intellectualleadership, and social change.

Theinaugural edition of the Gathering attracted leading cultural and educational institutions,
including the Mohammed bin Salman Foundation (Misk), QatarDebate, Qatar Reads, Qatar
Foundation International (QFI), SowtRadio, The Diwan, Hamad Bin Khalifa University’s Fanar

Project, AlSharqForum, ArabiQuest, Sard Media Group, and Al Jazeera 360.

Habes Howail, Government Partnerships Manager at Qatar Foundation’s CEO office, emphasized
the Gathering’s alignment with Qatar Foundation’s mission tolaunch initiatives that amplify the
voices of Arabic-speaking communities and empower individuals through education and

innovation.



“The inaugural edition demonstrated that cultural dialogue platforms foster cross-border
communication, providing creative ideas with the opportunity to flourish and influence. Aswe
prepare for the 2026 edition, we are confident that this gathering will evolve into an evenlarger
and more inclusive platform, uniting innovators and supporters to build new collaborations and

offer sustainable solutions that serve our communities,” Howail said.

A Message for the Future

The upcoming Gathering will continue to advance critical thinking and innovation, fostering
cooperation among Arabic-speaking communities. Hisham Nourin, Executive Director of
Strategic Initiatives and Programs at Qatar Foundation, said, “The BilAraby Gatheringis a vibrant
space forideasthat push boundaries and give new generations ofinnovators a platform to express
themselvesin their native language. The first edition demonstrated the demand for such
platforms, inspiring youth and enriching community dialogue. In 2026, we aim to expand this
impactbyhighlightinginnovative ideas that connect cultural heritage with creative thinking,

creating new sustainable opportunities.”

First Edition Success



The firstedition of the Gathering was aresounding success, featuring over 700 ideas from across
the Arabworld. Aselectgroup of speakers and pioneering entrepreneurs shared their insights
withanaudience of over 800 attendees. The event featured more than 20 speakers and lecturers
who exchanged inspiring stories and diverse experiences, reflecting the depth of the

contemporary Arab experience.

Overthe course oftwo days, participants engaged in interactive dialogue, live storytelling, and
showcased scientificand artisticinitiatives thatillustrated the evolving face of the Arabic
language. The event s diverse audience from the Levant, Maghreb, and Gulf mirrored the
summit’s essence, offering a unique opportunity to exchangeideas and strengthen Arab presence

inthe globalknowledge landscape.

Formoreinformation about the BilAraby initiative, visit: https://bilaraby.qa/
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