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CAIRO-Asense of cautious optimism followed the recent Sharm el-Sheikh Peace Summit as Gaza

entered arare momentofcalmunder the newly implemented ceasefire agreement. The truce,

widely seen asahard-wonmilestone, hasdrawninternational attention and inspired hopes for

anenduring peaceinthe Middle East.


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/gaza-ceasefire-offers-hope-but-faces-major-challenges-ahead/

While celebrations mark a pauseinviolence, regionalleaders and observers acknowledge that
significant challengesremain. Egypt, Qatar, Tiirkiye, and the United States have all urged strict
adherencetothedeal, emphasizing thatviolations could jeopardize fragile stability. The Houthis,
meanwhile, declared readiness torespond should the truce be broken, underscoringlingering
regional tensions.

The two-year-long conflicthasleft Gaza in ruins—over 67,000 people killed, more than one million
displaced, and nearly 90 percent of infrastructure destroyed, causing an estimated 70 billion
dollarsin economiclosses.Israel, too, faces political division, rising isolation, and heavy military
costs.

Analystssay the ceasefire must pave the way toward a broader political solution. The long-
discussed two-state framework remains the most viable path to peace, thoughrecent U.S.-led and
regionalinitiativeshave yetto outline concrete implementation steps.

Expertsalsowarn that Gaza's post-conflict governance poses new risks ifinternational oversight,
Palestinian self-rule, and reconstruction efforts falter.Immediate priorities include ensuring
humanitarian aid, rebuilding essential services, and securing sustained funding for recovery.
Diplomatsstressthatlasting peace mustreston mutualrecognition, justice, andrespect. External

powers, theyargue, should supportdialogue rather than division. As negotiations for the next



phase of the ceasefire advance, the world watches closely—hoping this fragile truce becomes the

foundation forlasting peace and regional stability.



