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Paris, October 21 -Former French President Nicolas Sarkozy hasbegun serving a five-year prison

sentence after being convicted of criminal conspiracyrelated to alleged campaign financing from

thelate Libyanleader Muammar Gaddafi.

Sarkozy, 70, arrived at La Santé Prison in Paris on Tuesday morning. The Paris Criminal Court had

sentenced him on September 25 to five yearsin prison, ruling that the conviction would take


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/former-french-president-sarkozy-begins-prison-term-in-paris/

immediate effect due to the “exceptional seriousness” of the offenses. He becomes the first former
French presidentin modern historytoserve a custodial sentence.

Earlierintheday, Sarkozy posted a statement on the social media platform X, denouncing the
verdictasa “judicialscandal.” He insisted on hisinnocence, writing, “Itisnota former president
beingimprisoned today—itisaninnocentman.”

Hislawyer, Christophe Ingrain, confirmed thata formalrequestfor release hasbeen submitted
while the appealispending.

The case, which stems from allegations of Libyan funding for Sarkozy's 2007 presidential

campaign, continuesto attract widespread attention bothin France and internationally.



