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WASHINGTON, October 28 —-The U.S. military conducted three strikes on four vessels in the

eastern Pacific Ocean on Monday, resultingin 14 deaths and onereported survivor, Defense

Secretary Pete Hegseth announced on social media. The strikeswere aimed at vessels alleged to be

trafficking narcotics along established smuggling routes, Hegseth said.

According to the Defense Department statement, the four boats were struck during three separate
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operations after beingidentified by U.S. intelligence as carryingillicit drugs and armed personnel.
“Atotal of 14 narco-terrorists were killed duringthe three strikes, with one survivor, " Hegseth
wrote, adding that all operationstook place ininternational waters and thatno U.S. forceswere
harmed.

The departmentsaid the survivor waslocated duringimmediate search-and-rescue efforts
conducted by U.S. personnel; Mexican authorities subsequently assumed responsibility for
coordinating therescue. Officials have notreleased further details about the survivor's condition
or subsequent custody.

President Donald Trump, currently on a multi-day trip to Asia, has stated the administration will
brief Congressonthe strikesbut doesnotintend to seek aformal declaration of war. The White
House characterized the operations as part of an intensified campaign to disrupt narcotics
networks operatingin the Caribbean and eastern Pacific.

The strikes drew swift domestic criticism. Senator Rand Paullabeled the actions “extrajudicial
killings,” saying Congress had notbeen adequately informed. Labor and policy groups have
similarlyraised concerns aboutthelegal and diplomaticimplications of the campaign, and
analystswarnthat escalation could strainrelations with regional partners.

The Pentagon said itwill provide additional information tolawmakers and the publicas after-



actionreviews conclude.Investigationsinto the operations, aswell as coordination with regional

authorities, remain ongoing.



