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Washington, November 10-The ongoing U.S. federal government shutdown, nowinits 40th day,
hasseverely disrupted national air travel, with over 2,000 flights canceled and 8,000 delayed
acrossthe country, according to FlightAware.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)'s flight reduction policy, introduced Friday, has


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/us-shutdown-deepens-as-flight-cancellations-surge-nationwide/

sharplyincreased cancellations—{rom 202 on Thursday tomore than 1,500 by Saturday. The
shortage of air traffic controllers, many of whom are on unpaidleave, hasforced others to work
overtime to maintain minimal operations.

To ease staffing pressures, the U.S. Department of Transportation and the FAA have announced a
10percentreductionin flight capacity at40 major airports nationwide. Officials warned the
situation could worsen ahead of the busy Thanksgiving travel period.

“It'sonly going to get worse,” said Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy, predicting that air travel
could “bereducedtoatrickle” in coming weeks.

National Economic Council Director Kevin Hassett cautioned that continued disruptions could
harm the broader economy, noting thatlimited holidaytravel “could resultin a negative quarter”

for the final months ofthe year.



