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RAMALLAH, Nov. 13 -Israelisettlers set fire to parts of amosque northwest of Salfitin the West

BankonThursday, leaving hateful anti-Islam slogans on its walls, the Palestinian Liberation
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Organization’s Commission Against the Wall and Settlements reported.

The attackers poured flammable material at the mosque’s entrance, but residents quickly
intervened, preventing the fire from engulfing the entire building. The commission noted that the
graffitiincluded sloganshostile to Arabs and Muslims. Israeli authoritieshave notissued any
commentregardingtheincident.

The Palestinian Ministry of Endowments and Religious Affairs condemned the attackasa
“heinous crime,” stating that it violates internationallaws protecting freedom of worship and the
sanctity of religious sites. The ministry called on the Organization ofIslamic Cooperation, as well
asArab and Islamic states, toactto halt such assaults.

The attackcomesamid a surgeinsettler violence during the olive harvest season, when
Palestinianstend to farmland near settlements. The United Nationsrecently reported a significant
riseinattacks by Israelisettlersin the West Bank, with October marking the highestnumber of
incidentsinnearly 20 years.

More than 700,000Israelisettlerslivein the West Bank and East Jerusalem. Israel occupied the

WestBankin 1967 and established settlements considered illegal underinternational law.



