Rahbar International

Sunday, May 3rd 2026

H

YOUR WORLD IN WORDS

Sentencesin cypher case will be ‘put off’, FIA
warned
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ISLAMABAD:

The Islamabad High Court on Tuesday told the Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) prosecutor to
startpresenting hisargumentsin the cypher case from Wednesday and ifhe required more time,
the courtwould suspend the sentences of the convicts. IHC Chief Justice Aamer Farooq and Justice
Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb were hearing PTIfounding chairman Imran Khan and party vice
chairman Shah Mahmood Qureshi’s appeal against their convictionin the cypher case. Barrister
Salman Safdarrepresenting Imran and FIA Special Prosecutor Hamid Ali Shah appeared before

the court.Safdar argued that the diplomatic cable wasreceived.
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bythen principal secretary to PM Azam Khan and prosecution had been unable to establish that if
hehadhanded it overtothen-premier Imran or not. He added that his stance was that the copy of
the documentwaslost from the PM's Office and thatis what Azam had corroborated as well. Safdar
furthertold the courtthataccording to the mechanism, if the cypher waslost, it wasnecessary to
reportittothe foreign affairs ministry. Thisis followed by a departmental inquiry conducted by
senior officers of the foreign affairs ministry but thatdid not happen. Besides, he said the foreign
affairsministry should have sentareminder butitnever came. Thelawyer continued that the PM
Officeinformed the foreign affairs ministry about the documentbeinglost on March 28, 2022.He
added thatthe foreign affairs ministry should have informed the Intelligence Bureau immediately
aboutthedevelopmentbutitdid not.Safdar said ifthe main allegation had notbeen proven, then
the charge of negligence could notbe sustained. “The pointI am makingis that there isnothing on

record thatthe copy of the cipherwashanded overtous.”



