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By Haroon Rashid Qureshi

Duringthe Japanese Cultural Evening hosted by the Embassy of Japan in cooperation with

Georgetown Universityin Qatar, we had the opportunity to meet Mr. Soya Sato, a dedicated

teacher from Japan currently serving atthe Japan School of Doha. He shared hisjourney, his

passion for education, and his experiences teachingin a multicultural environment.

Q.Good evening, Sir. Could you please introduce yourself?

A.Good evening. My nameis Soya Sato, andIam from Japan.Icurrently teach at the Japan School

of Doha.During my university years, Imajored ininternational economics and obtained my

teachinglicense. After graduating, Iworked ata schoolin Japan near Mount Fuji. Almost two years

ago,Imovedto Qatar, whereInowteach elementary and junior high school students. Our school

caterstochildrenaged7to15.

Q. Whatinspired youto choose teaching as your profession?

A.WhenIwasinhighschool,IhadaclassteacherwhomIdeeplyrespected. His personality and

guidanceinspired meto pursue teaching. Although Japanisan advanced country, teaching has

become a challenging profession, and fewer people wantto enter the field. The work environment



canbedemanding, butthe governmentand schools are working toimproveit. Despite the

challenges, many teachers continue with strong passion—and I am one of them.

Q.Whichleveldoyoumainlyteach?

A.Imainlyteachjunior high school students.

Q.Qatarisamulticultural society. Do younotice differences between Japanese students and

students from other countries?

A.Yes, definitely. Students from Qatar, Pakistan, and other countries express themselves more

freely. Theyhave their own ways of thinking and doing things. Japanese students are very polite —

sometimes too polite —which makes them hesitate to challenge themselves. Students from other

culturestend to take morerisks. These differences make teaching in amulticultural environment

veryinteresting.

Q.Howmanyyearshaveyoubeen teaching?

A.Thavebeenteaching for aboutfive tosix years.

Q.Where doyouseeyourselfinthe nexttenyears?

A.Thatisadifficult question.Ibelieve Iwill stillbe involved in education, but maybe not strictly as

aclassroomteacher.Imightcreate anew type of school, develop special classes, or organize



educational events.Iam not completely sure yet, butIwant to explore new possibilities while

staying connected to education.

Q.Whatmessage would youlike to give to the younger generation?
A.Theworld theywill face maybe more complicated than today. My message is simple: enjoy your
life and follow the compass of your heart. Stay true to your dreams and believe in what you want to

achieve.

Q.Thankyouverymuch for your time, Sir.

A.Thankyou.AndIapologize if my English wasn 't perfect.



