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London, UK—The UK government has announced a freeze onregulated rail faresin England,

aimingto curbinflation and reduce everyday travel costs for commuters. The freeze applies only

toservices operated by England-based train companies and includes season tickets, some off-

peakreturns, and flexible city travel tickets, which make up about 45% of all fares in England,
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Wales, and Scotland.

TransportSecretary Heidi Alexander emphasized thatinvestmentin the rail network will
continue, noting that the policyis fully funded and will notimpactlong-term infrastructure
upgrades. She highlighted thatregulated fares generallyinfluence unregulated fares, which may
stillrise slightly but typically track similar trends.

The Rail Delivery Group welcomed the move, callingit “good news for customers” and reaffirming
itscommitment to upcomingrailway reformsto benefit passengers. The freeze is expected to save
commuters onmore expensiveroutes over £300 annually and marks the first full fare freeze since
the privatization of British Railin 1996.

The government alsoreiterated plansto establish Great British Railways, a publicbody set to unify
railmanagement, improve standards, and gradually reduce annual blanket fare increases. The
measure forms part of wider efforts torebuild the rail system and support affordability for daily

travellersacross the country.



