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ISLAMABAD:

The Interior Ministry informed the Islamabad High Court (IHC) on Wednesday that the ban on
social networking site X, formerly Twitter, was necessary following the platform s failure to
addressconcernsregardingitsmisuse. Interior Secretary Khurram Agha, on behalf ofthe
ministry, submitted areportin courtinresponse to a petition challenging the ban on the social
media platform. The reportalso requested the court to dismiss the petition stating that ‘noright of
the petitioner hasbeen deprived . The report maintained that the “failure of Twitter /X to adhere
tothelawful directives of the government of Pakistan and address concernsregarding the misuse
ofits platform necessitated theimposition ofaban”.Itadded that the petition against the closure of

Xiscontrarytolaw and facts. The FIA Cybercrime Wing had requested X to ban accounts that were
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propagating against the chiefjustice, thereportsaid. It noted that X officialsignored the requests
ofthe FIA Cybercrime Wing and did not respond, following which the decision to temporarily
closethesitewastaken. Thereportstated thatat the request ofintelligence agencies, the Ministry
of Interiorissued orders for the closure of X on February 17, 2024, aimed at safeguarding the
national security and law and order situation.

“The decision to impose aban on Twitter/X in Pakistan was made in the interest of upholding
national security, maintaining public order, and preserving the integrity of our nation, ” said the
report. Socialmedia platforms are being used indiscriminately to spread extremistideas and
falseinformation.Xisbeingused asatoolby some nefarious elementstoundermine law and order
and promoteinstability,” itadded. The ministry stated in the report that the closure of X is not
against Article 19 of the Constitution and isinresponse to the rising security concerns thatled to
the ban on many social media platforms, even around the world. The reportalso added thatX's
closureisnotintended to curtail freedom of expression or access toinformation, butis aimed at
theresponsible use of social media platformsin accordance with thelaw. “The Ministry of Interior
isthe protector of the citizens of Pakistan and responsible for national stability.” The ministry’s
reporthighlighted that social media platform TikTok was also banned by the government earlier,

addingthatthe ban waslifted after TikTok signed an agreement to abide by Pakistanilaw. The IHC



atthelasthearingdismissed areportsubmitted by the Ministry of Interior regarding the closure of
X.Duringthe courtsession, thejoint-secretary of the interior stated that X was shutdownin
Pakistan based on areport submitted by the Intelligence Bureau (IB). According to the report, the
contentuploaded on X and other social media platforms was deemed a threat tonational security,
hesaid.

The courtobserved thatthe governmenthad closed down Xbased on a speculativereport. The
bench emphasized that authorities must present solid evidence, evenifthe contentonXisindeed a
securityrisktothestate. Accesstothe social media gianthasbeenblocked since February 17 after
allegations ofrigging during the general elections. The prolonged disruption of X raised
widespread concerns aboutdemocratic freedomsin the country. A total of 28 civil society
organisations, including Amnesty International and the Human Rights Commission of Pakistan,
issued ajointstatement of condemnation. Besides, Federal Information Minister Attaullah Tarar
also acknowledged that X was indeed suspended in Pakistan. He said “There was no official
notification forit. But obviously, everyone can see thatits frequency and signal are not

functioning normally, and itis being accessed through VPNs. Thisisindeed true.”



