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By Haroon Rashid Qureshi

Ambassador Saysthe Expo Marks a New Phase in Uzbekistan—Qatar Trade Relations

Doha, Qatar—November 30, 2025:

The Embassy of Uzbekistanin Qatar hosted the first-ever Products of Uzbekistan Expo at City

Center Mall on Sunday, showcasing a wide range ofhigh-quality food and agricultural products

fromleading Uzbek manufacturers. The eventwasinaugurated by H.E. Sheikh Faisal bin Qassim

AlThaniand attended by senior diplomats, businessleaders, and distinguished guests.

Othernotable attendeesincluded H.E. Mohamed bin Twar Al Kuwari, First Vice-Chairman of the

Qatar Chamber, Rashid Ali Al-Mansoori, CEO of Aamal Company, and ambassadors from

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Azerbaijan, Turkiye, Vietnam, Iran, Indonesia, and Brunei.

The exhibition, organized in collaboration with the Ministry of Investment, Industry and Trade of

Uzbekistan and the Agency of Plant Protection and Quarantine, aimsto strengthen trade and

investment ties between Uzbekistan and Qatar. More than 20 private companies participated,

presenting fresh fruits, vegetables, juices, dried fruits, natural products, and premium

agricultural goodsrenowned for their sweetness, purity, and distinctive taste.



Visitors had the opportunity to explore a wide selection of products, reflecting Uzbekistan's
growing potentialin global food exports.

Duringtheinauguration, IThad the opportunity to speak with H.E. Dr. Ashraf Khodjaev,
Ambassador of Uzbekistan to Qatar, in an exclusive interview. He shared valuable insights about

the expo and the promising future of Uzbek-Qatari economicrelations.

Exclusive Interview with H.E. Dr. Ashraf Khodjaev

Ambassador of Uzbekistan to Qatar

Q:Your Excellency, how excited are you about this event?

Ambassador:Itisagreathonorand a pleasure. We are very excited because thisis the first-ever
exhibition of Products of Uzbekistanin Qatar.

Q:How many companies are participating?

Ambassador: More than 20 companies are participating. Many more wanted tojoin, but our
capacity allowed only 20 this time. Thisisjust the beginning. Inshallah, nextyear we will organize
alarger exhibition with even more Uzbek companies.

Q: Which productsdoyousee ashaving the most potentialin Qatar?

Ambassador: Fresh tomatoes, lemons, persimmons, and pomegranates have strong potential.

Our fruits are naturally very sweet and have a distinctive taste, thanks to the unique sunlight in



Uzbekistan.

Q: Arethese companies private or government-owned?

Ambassador: All participating companies are private. The exhibitionis organized by the Embassy

in cooperation with the Ministry of Investment, Industry and Trade. The government fully

supports Uzbek companies entering new markets like Qatar.

Q:How significantis this exhibition for Uzbekistan—Qatar relations?

Ambassador: Itisverysignificant. Tradeis key to strengthening our bilateral ties. Anew chapter

beganin 2023 when bothleadersmetsixtimes, decided to open embassies, launched direct flights

between Tashkentand Doha, and established a strategic partnership. This exhibition opensnew

opportunities for business collaboration.

Q: What message would youlike to convey to the people and government of Qatar?

Ambassador: Iwarmlyinvite all our Qatari friends to visit the exhibition, explore our products,

tastethem, and become our customers. We deeply appreciate their supportand interest.

Q: When can these productsreach Doha commercially?

Ambassador: Our supplier companieswillhold B2B meetings with Qatari firms today and

tomorrow. If contracts are signed —and Iam confident they will be —deliveries could begin as

earlyasJanuary.



Q: Anything youwouldlike toadd?

Ambassador: Iwould like to thank you for thisinterview and for helping us raise awareness about

Uzbekistan and our productsin Qatar.



