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Empowering Innovators Takes Center Stage at I nitiative’s Majlisin Riyadh

December 1, 2025, Doha Qatar: Qatar Foundation's BilAraby initiative kicked off its regional
activation atthe Misk Global Forum, bringing its mission to one of the region'slargest youth

gatherings. Held in Riyadh from 19-20 November, the Mohammed bin Salman Foundation (Misk)


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/qfs-bilaraby-kicks-off-regional-activations-at-misk-global-forum/

Forum aimed to empower and connect youth withinnovators, leaders, and entrepreneurs from

acrossthe globe.

The BilAraby activation space attracted hundreds of young people, thoughtleaders, and content
creatorsthroughimmersive activities that combined modern technology with storytelling.
Visitors experienced theinitiative'sjourney viainformational stations and sessions at the
BilAraby Majlis, discussing topics like empowering innovators, turningideasinto social

movements, and creating tangible impact.

Hisham Nourin, Executive Director of Strategic Initiatives and Programs at Qatar Foundation,
described BilAraby s participation as “anatural extension of the strategic partnership with Misk
Foundation and fruitful collaboration thatbegan earlier this year during the inaugural BilAraby

Gatheringheld in Doha.”

Nourin emphasized the importance of regional partnershipsin fostering constructive dialogue
and knowledge exchange, while providing effective communication platforms that help develop
youth capabilities and encourage cooperation to drive positive change globally. “Our
participation in the Misk Global Forum marks the first stop on BilAraby s regional tour, giving us
the opportunity to connectdirectly with young people and thoughtleaders, and to discover

ambitious young Arab voices capable of creating real, lastingimpact in our societies, " he said.



Ahmed Bindous, Director of Partnerships Development at Misk, said: “The Mohammed bin
Salman Foundationisdelighted towelcome Qatar Foundation and the BilArabyinitiative to the
Misk Global Forum. We share common visions and converging ambitions with Qatar Foundation,
and this participation marks the beginning of a broader partnership between Misk and Qatar that

will strengthen ourjoint efforts and deepen their impact.

“We participated in the BilAraby Gathering in Qatarlast April, and it was an enriching experience
thatdemonstrated the initiative as anideal partner for our forum. What Qatar Foundation offers
through BilAraby and its focus on enriching Arabic content and increasingits presence among
young people provide significant added value that aligns with our goals. Welook forward to
expandingareas of cooperation to make our work more meaningful and impactful, contributing
toourshared objectives of serving and empowering youth, and providing initiatives that help

them invest their energy and build their future.”

Noura Al-Dakhil, Senior Director of Partnership Development at Misk, said: “The BilAraby
initiative gives young people space to generate ideas for the forum and for BilAraby programs. The
initiativeis animportant strategic partner for the Mohammed bin Salman Foundation, and we are

delighted with their participationin the forum.”



AttheBilArabyactivation space, visitorswere welcomed with a virtual reality tour through Qatar
Foundation's ecosystem and its Education City campus in Doha, illustrating how it is a community
built oninnovation, sustainability, and learning. They then moved to the ‘Nominate and
Subscribe’ station, where they could share theirinspiringideas through briefvideo recordings,
apply tospeakatthe BilAraby Gathering 2026, or expressinterestin hosting BilAraby sessions or

eventsintheir own spaces or as part of their activities.

Visitors next experienced the ‘Sensory Capsules’, which showcased introductory videos about the
BilArabyinitiative, using surround sound and visual technology to capture the essence of

inspiring Arab experiences. A photo booth was also available for memorable snapshots.

Empowering Innovators at the BilAraby Majlis

The BilAraby Majlis hosted a panel discussion oninnovation as a key driver of community
developmentand the challengesfaced by Arab innovators. The session discussed the obstacles
innovators encounter, includinglimited resources, regulatory hurdles, and the need for
supportive entrepreneurship policies, while highlighting the role of initiatives like BilArabyin

nurturing young talentand sharing their inspiring stories.



The panelfeatured Dr. Ayoub Al-Subihi, founder and vice chairman of Falak for Space Sciences
and Research, and Lina Al-Thakeer, a digitalresearcher who spoke at the inaugural BilAraby
Gathering. Souhila Abada, Content Supervisor and Lead Trainer at BilAraby, moderated the

discussion.

Dr. Al-Subaihidiscussed a forward-looking vision highlighting the importance of serious
investmentin knowledge and scientificresearch as the optimal path toward a genuine,

sustainable Arabrenaissance.

Al-Thakeer shared herinspiringjourneyinthe digital world and the challenges of transforming
creativeideasinto sustainable, impactful projects. She emphasized the great value of Arab

initiativesthatincubate young talent.

“We discussed therole ofinnovation as a true engine of development, and the challenges Arab
innovators may facein theirjourney,” Al-Thakeersaid. “Given mybackground as arecipient of
the 2024 Maida Mohieddin Nazer Prize for Innovation, Ishared the obstaclesI overcame during
myjourneyasagame designer atthe Innovation Hackathon, the challengesIfaced when

publishing my firstnovel, and my enriching experience with BilArabyin 2025.”



The BilAraby Majlis also featured two interactive sessions during the forum. The first, ‘Whatisthe
BilAraby Initiative?’, explored the initiative's mission, strategic goals, and guiding principles,

with Hisham Nourin presenting the session.

The second session, ‘From IdeatoImpact’, was presented by Abada. The session explored how to

turnideasinto social movementsand tangible realities through planning and implementation.

The BilArabyinitiative continues to accept speaker nominations, registrationrequests, and

partnership applications for the BilAraby Gathering 2026 at https://bilaraby.qa
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