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H.E.Malebona Precious Matsoso wins Negotiator of the Year Award at Doha World Negotiation

Day

DOHA, Qatar, 8 December: Doha Forum 2025 concluded with a dedicated day of partner-led

sessions, collaborative engagements, and hands-on negotiation training, reflecting the

commitments, insights, and shared priorities thatemerged across the global gathering. The


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/doha-forum-2025-concludes-with-a-focus-on-mediation-negotiation-and-africa-gcc-collaboration/

discussionsreinforced Doha Forum srole as abroad platform for cooperation, partnership-
building, and continued dialogue beyond the headline plenaries of the first two days.

Doha World Negotiation Day 2025

The second edition of Doha World Negotiation Day, organized by UNITAR in partnership with
Doha Forum, convened under the theme “Negotiating Peace in a Fragmented World.” The high-
level Forum united some of the world’s most renowned contributors to peaceful negotiations and
conflictresolution, offering strategicinsightsinto the evolving role of preventive diplomacy amid
rising global fractures.

The gathering concluded with the presentation of the Doha Best Negotiator of the Year Award,
awarded to H.E. Malebona Precious Matsoso, recognizing outstanding achievementin
international diplomacy. Ms. Matsoso is a prominent South African public healthleader, former
Director-General of South Africa’s National Department of Health, and a key figure in global
health governance, currently co-chairing the WHO's Intergovernmental Negotiating Body (INB)
foraPandemic Agreement.

Commenting on the significance of the event, Maha Al-Kuwari, General Manager, Doha Forum
said, “Doha World Negotiation Day has once again shown whynegotiation remains one of our

strongesttoolsinaworld thatisincreasingly complexand fragmented. Aswe heard today, from



preventative diplomacy to peacebuilding, negotiation is more than a method; itisamindset.”
H.E.Maria Fernanda Espinosa, Former President of the UN General Assembly, Former Minister of
Foreign Affairs and Former Minister of National Defense of Ecuador, said, “Ina fragmented
world, inapolarized world, peace mustbe negotiated, notassumed as a fact. And preventive
diplomacy mustbecome our default setting, not our last resource.”

Qatar Mediation Forum

Qatar Mediation Forum was held in parallel, convening a high-level panel of mediators,
policymakers, and institutionalleaders, who examined the structural shifts reshaping peace
processesworldwide. Discussions addressed diminishing trustin globalnorms, weakened
institutions, and the growing complexity of conflictsinregionsincluding Sudan, Gaza, Syria, and
the Democratic Republic of Congo.

H.E.Dr.Majed Al Ansari, Advisor to the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of Qatar,
Spokesperson of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, commented on the importance ofinvolving non-
state actors in mediation efforts: “Most of the work that is done with conflict resolutions is not with
statesbut with non-state actors. [Yet] the capacities of International organisations and NGOs have
beenreduced.Itisourparttoempower these agenciesand NGOs tobe part of the mediation

process.”



Alexde Waal, Executive Director, World Peace Foundation, commented: “Itis astonishing thatwe
arenottalkingaboutworld peace.Therewas atime whenleadersroutinely addressed this,
Ghandi, Nasser, Kaunda, Haile Selassie, and others. Among thoseleaders capable of waging world
war, few today speak of peace. Thelast Westernleader to speak with passion and urgency on this
topic was President John[ElKennedy.”

Dr. Comfort Ero, CEO & President, International Crisis Group, reflected on the new US approach
inspired by President Donald Trump's art of dealmaking and the potential new pathwaysit opens
up. “Thepath to getinto peaceisnot easy but we will not undermine or sell off mediation. The path
togetthererequiresyouto dothingsdifferently and think differently. Asmuch aswe want to
criticise an approach, ifit manages to silence the guns, then we will take it.”

Africa-GCC Cooperation and Shared Prosperity

Partner-led engagements throughout the day highlighted growing economic and diplomaticties
acrossregions. The Africa-Gulf Cooperation Dialogue, organised by Choiseul, broughtleaders
frombothregionstogethertoadvance cooperation ininvestment, connectivity, sustainable
developmentand geopolitical coordination.

Carole Kariuki, CEO of Kenya Private Sector Alliance, set the scene for deeper Gulf-African

cooperation commenting, “Africa’s populationislarge, youthful, and growing rapidly. According



to the UN World Population Prospects 2024 data: Africa’s populationis projected to rise from
approximately 1.5 billionin 2025 to 1.9 billion in 2035. Africa’s food import bill is around USD 70
billion annually, yetthe continenthasuntapped agricultural potential, creating a market
opportunity thatthe Africa Development Bank estimates could be worth USD 1 trillion by 2030.”
The Role of Faith Leadersin Defending the UN Charter and International Law

This session navigated the vitalrole ofreligiousleaders and faith-based actorsin defending the
principles of the UN Charter amid rising conflicts, polarization, and humanitarian crises. Dr.
Edward Kessler, Founder, WoolfInstitute UK, spoke about the importance ofrecognizing the
extremism in our communities.

Dr.Omar Suleiman, Founder Yageen Institute for Islamic Research, commented, “when any
community isbeingharmed, evenifit's by our own, we stand up, we can be authentic with the
painthatwe feel butwe can also be courageous and challenge paininflicted by people wearing the
same garbasus.”

The Forumwas attended by 6500 participants, representing more than 170 countries.Inits 23rd
edition, Doha Forum served as aleading platform for constructive dialogue that inspires change,
convening heads of state, diplomats, policymakers and global experts.

Fullrecordings of sessions can be found on the Forum's official YouTube channel.



