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16 December 2025 -Doha, Qatar: Minneapolis—St. Paul has anew splash of colour onits skyline,
anditcomesfromhalfwayaround the world. Qatari contemporary artist Mubarak Nasser Al-
Thanihascompleted alarge-scale mural in the Twin Cities, offering a fresh take on some of the
area’smost familiarlandmarks inspired by repeating patterns popular in Middle Eastern design.
The mural features a stylised mix of Minneapolis-St. Paulicons, including the historic Foshay
Tower, Stone Arch Bridge, IDS Center, Wells Fargo Tower, the Cedar complex, and the Minnesota
State Capitol, allreimagined through Mubarak's minimalistic, geometricstyle. Theresultisa
colourful visualmap of the metro area’s architectural identity.

“Asan artistrooted in Doha but now working in Minneapolis, I view every city through the lens of
cultural exchange, merging my eastern heritage with anewwestern skyline,” Mubarak said. “My
aim with this muralistoreflect the architecture of the Twin Cities through shapes and colours that
carryboth Qatariinfluences and Midwestern spirit. Qatar's Years of Culture initiative brought me
totheU.S.in 2021 to create streetartin San Francisco during the Qatar-USA partnershipandIam
happy to continue thatjourneyin Minneapolis.”

Al-Thani, who splits histime between Doha and Minneapoliswhere heis pursuing asecond MFA
inpainting and with aminorin sculpting at the Minneapolis College of the Artsand Design
(MCAD), isknown for deconstructing urban landscapes and reassembling them through stacked

forms, cultural motifs, and rhythmic sequences. His work spans painting, mixed media, and



publicart, with previous exhibitionsin New York, Geneva, Saint Petersburg, and Doha. He has
completed residencies at Doha’s Fire Station and the International Studio & Curatorial
Programmein New York.

Forthismural, Mubarak set outto capture the character ofthe Midwest, its sense of openness, its
openskyline, anditssteady architectural rhythm, while weaving in the eastern motifs that define
hisartisticlanguage. His signature broken sequences and repeating patterns draw from Arabian
aesthetics, creating an unexpected conversation between the Middle Eastand Minnesota.

The mural’s colour palette and smooth texture were intentionally chosen to complement the
surrounding red-brick buildings, many of which were constructed using sediments from the
Mississippiriverbed. Blocks of exposed “sky” in the design echo the soft red tones of the river itself,
flowing nearby.

The muralisthe newestadditiontothelegacy ofthe Qatar-USA 2021 Year of Culture that continues

to connect Qatar with communities far beyond the region.



