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Doha, December 17 (QNA)—Traditional shipbuilding hasbeen a cornerstone of economic and
sociallifein Qatar and across the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries, deeply connected to
theseaasasource oflivelihood, transportation, and cultural exchange. Wooden dhows
historicallyrepresented more than ameans of transport; they embodied a complete way oflife,

reflectedin heritage and popular memory thatremains alive today.


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/qatars-traditional-shipbuilding-stands-as-a-living-heritage/

The Katara Traditional Dhow Festival, nowinits 14th edition, is a key annual event supported by
stateinstitutionsto preserve this craft. It highlights maritime heritage, including traditional
shipbuilding, and works to pass these skills on to future generations.

Instatementsto Qatar News Agency (QNA), heritage researcher Abdulaziz Al Buhaishim Al Sayed
explained that maritime heritage represents a significant part of Qatar's history. Most old Qatari
villages were coastal, withlivelihoods dependent on pearldiving, fishing, and maritime trade. He
noted that Qatar s maritime trade connected it with regions such as India, and pearl diving
expeditions could last up to four months, making the sea anintegral part of dailylife. Al Sayed
emphasized thatpearldivingintheregion hasadocumented history of over two thousand years,
with references from Greek historians noting the quality of pearls and the region’s renown.
AlSayed added that maritime voyages facilitated cultural exchange, connecting Gulf communities
with other civilizations, and that Qatar’s location madeitahub for divers acrossthe Arabian Gulf.
Atcertaintimes, Qatar had approximately 800 pearl diving vessels, each carrying 25 to 30 people.
He praised the Katara Traditional Dhow Festival as aliving memory of Qatar s historical
relationshipwith the seaand asan opportunitytolearn about maritime vocabulary, songs,
customs, and traditions.

Eng.Ahmed Jassim Al Sayegh, specialistin traditional wooden dhow modeling, explained that



wooden dhowswere once akeyeconomic pillarin Qatar and the GCC, transporting essential goods
like spices, timber, iron, textiles, and other materials. Dhows also provided transportation
between cities such asDoha, Al Wakrah, and Al Khor.

Addressing modern challenges, Al Sayegh highlighted high construction and maintenance costs,
competition from fiberglass boats, scarcity of skilled craftsmen, and difficulties in sourcing
suitable timber. Wooden vesselsrequire constant care, including regular maintenance, water
pumping, and periodic painting to prevent damage.

Governmentsupporthasbeen crucialin preserving thisheritage, providing assistance to vessel
owners, inclusionin cultural events, and workshops. Completed heritage vesselsare handed over
tomuseums or the Ministry of Culture as part of national documentation efforts. Al Sayegh
emphasized the importance ofdocumenting traditional shipbuilding as a precise engineering
discipline and called for museums and educational workshops to ensure knowledge transfer to
future generations.

AlBuhaishim and Al Sayegh stressed that festivalslike Katara's are essential for GCC countries,
reflecting a shared maritime heritage, cultural memory, and civilizationallegacy that continue to

connectcommunitiestothe sea.



