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London, January 04 (QNA)-The United Kingdom and France carried out ajoint air strike targeting
asitein Syria suspected of beinglinked to ISIS group, the UK Ministry of Defence saidin a
statement on Sunday.

The statement added that the strike was conducted on Saturday in the mountains north of the

ancient city of Palmyra, central Syria, hitting a facility controlled by the group, whichis believed
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tohave beenusedtostore weapons and explosives.

The British aircraftused Paveway IV guided bombsto target several tunnelsleading to the facility,
without specifying therole of French aircraftin the operation, the statementread.
Itfurtherindicated thatthereisno evidence thatcivilianswere put atrisk, noting thatassessment
isstillongoing, whileinitialindications suggest the target was successfully engaged.

British Defence Secretary John Healey said the operation reflects the UK's commitment to working
alongsideitsalliesto eliminate any resurgence of ISIS.

ISISlostitslaststronghold at Baghuz Fawqganiin Syriain 2019, but expertsindicate that the group
stillmaintains sleeper cellsinremote areas, especiallyin the northeastand the mountains

surrounding Palmyra.



