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Ifwe discuss anyissue or problemin the world, itbeginswith man and endswith man, asifmanis

the center of thisworld. When we talk about the global environment, itisalso aneed of manandto


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/labor-exploitation-in-south-asian-countries/

improveit, the responsibility isalsoimposed on man. Similarly, when we discuss economic
aspectslike poverty, bankruptcy, unfair distribution of resources, and the growing gap between
therichandthepoor,itisevidentthatmanisthetargetandthe one creating theseissuesisnone

otherthan man himself.

The conditions of workersin the third world are a strategy created by capitalist statesworldwide.
These capitalistshave imposed theirleadership onlabor organizations by rendering them
ineffective and have also enforced their employee rulers upon states. In this context, the condition
oflaborersin the country can be well estimated. It's not uncommon to see unemployed
individuals, oftenreferredto as “professional donkeys, " with their shovels and buckets tied with
ropes ateveryintersection. Laborers face mistreatment; they are content with not finding work,
and eveniftheyseekemployment, the price demanded is accepted, only to be told to come back
tomorrow. This plight of workers has beenvisible for thelast five years, negatively impacting

productivity in the country.

Ifwe delveintolabor history, justasnumerous international days are celebrated worldwide every
year, thereisadedicated day for workers, celebrated on May 1st. On thisday, a general shutdown
occursinthe country: schools, colleges, universities, government offices, institutions, markets,

shops, and non-government organizations all close. Workers, under theleadership of their



representatives, participate inrallies advocating for worker-friendly policies. Peaceful

processions take place, slogans are chanted, and resolutions to hoist the red flag are presented.

There’sno doubt thatlaborershold a special place in our Muslim society. Islam advocated for the
payment of wagestolaborers before their sweatdriesup, fourteen hundred years ago, presenting
apermanent system where both the owner and the worker have equalrightsin everyeraand

society.

Lookinginto the origin of May 1stin the West, during the mid-19th century, workersin Russia
endured grueling conditions, working 19-20 hours a day with meager pay.In Europe, America,
and Russia, workerswere considered little more than advanced machines, toiling in factories akin
toslaves. However, the ten-hour movement, initiated by European and Russian workers, marked
aturning point.Inthe United States, the strike of May 1, 1886, againstunemployment and
capitalistoppressionin Chicago, led toatragic eventwhere many workerswerekilled by the
police. Thisincidentled to the commemoration of May 1stas International Workers' Dayin

various countries.

The history of this day demonstrates the struggles against oppression and exploitation by
capitalist states. Until we break free from the shackles of capitalist-imposed leadership, the

oppressed workers of the world will continue to fight for their rights. Every government,



including Pakistan’s, must ensure fair wages for employees to avoid potential revolutions, as

denyingthisfactisimpossible.



