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Tokyo, January 15 —Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi hasinformed seniorleaders ofruling
coalition parties of her intention to dissolve the House of Representatives at the opening of this
year sordinary parliamentary session and call asnap election, amove thathastriggered wide
political debate and criticism.

The governmenthad initially planned to prioritize passage of the fiscal 2026 budget when the Diet


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/japan-pm-signals-snap-election-amid-budget-and-coalition-strains/

conveneson January 23. However, the ruling Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) lacks a majority in
both chambers, forcing reliance on opposition cooperation to advance keylegislation and
constraining the prime minister’s policy agenda.

Political observers say Takaichialso faces mounting pressure following controversial remarks on
Taiwan during a Dietsessionin November 2025, which strained China-Japanrelations. Asnap
dissolution could allow the government to avoid prolonged questioning when the session opens.
Economicconcernshave further complicated the situation. Parliament approved an 18.3 trillion-
yensupplementary budget for fiscal 2025 last December, largely financed through bond issuance
despite Japan'sheavy debt burden. Analysts warn this could push up bond yields, weaken the yen
and fuelinflation, potentially eroding public support.

Uncertainty within the ruling camp has also grown due toloose cooperation between the LDP and
theJapan Innovation Party, which could withdraw supportif policy disagreements persist.
Ifthelower houseisdissolved, elections could be held in early or mid-February, likely delaying
passage of the fiscal 2026 budget and forcing adoption of a provisional budget. Opposition leaders

warn the timing may create a political vacuum and harm peopleslivelihoods.



