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Doha, April 30 (QNA)-HE Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Sheikh Mohammed bin
Abdulrahmanbin Jassim Al-Thaniinaugurated Tuesday the 3rd session of the Arab Economic and
Cooperation Forum with countries of Central Asia and the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Inhisopening address as the chair of the forum, HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs expressed the State of Qatar s aspirations, during its presidency of the third session, to
reach agreementsonarange of programs that would strengthen trade exchanges and investments
between the tworegions, joint cooperation to ensure the sustainability of supply chains, connect

transportation, transit routes, food, energy, and water security. His Excellencylooked forward to
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implementingjointinvestment projects, developing clean energy, green economy, and smart
agriculture, addressing environmental problems, investing in tourism infrastructure, education,
and health, and for the Doha Declaration to come up with practical plans and programs that
contribute toachievinginternational peace and security and sustainable development, and to
bring security, stability, and well-beingto our people.

His Excellency stated that the forum sends a significant message that the historical, cultural, and
civilizational ties thatbind the Arab world with the countries of Central Asia and Azerbaijan
represent asolid foundation for developing cooperation between them on various political,
economic, social, cultural, and technologicallevels. He expressed his appreciation to the Arab
League for providing thisimportant platform for consultation and coordination on waysto
enhance cooperation and establish fruitful partnerships based on the firm beliefthatthe
countriesof Central Asia and Azerbaijanrepresent anatural geographic, cultural, and
civilizational extension of the Arabworld. Helooked forward to elevating the shared economic
interests and solidifying cooperation with the Central Asian countries and Azerbaijan withina
broader framework of political consultation, and economic and development cooperation.

HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs viewed today s meeting at the level of

Foreign Ministers and Ministers of Economy as areflection of the highest-level commitment to



completing thejoint plansand programs agreed upon during the previous two sessions and
translating themintoreality. He explained that thisrequires developing real economic
partnershipswith directand beneficial returns for all parties, economically and strategically,
which necessitatesthe private sector, businessmen, and investors from both sides to exert effort
and engageintheworkundertaken by the governmentsto strengthen economic and commercial
cooperation.

His Excellency also noted thattoday's meetingis taking place at atime when the Arabregion and
the countries oftheregion are facing numerous challenges and cross-border crises, pointing out
thatthisplacesthem before a historical responsibility that compels them to deepen consultation
and cooperation mechanismsto find peaceful solutions based on the provisions of the United
Nations Charter and the principles of internationallaw, enabling them to overcome this difficult
phase andlead their people towards a new era of prosperity, development, stability, and establish
the pillars of therule oflaw. He emphasized the importance of achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals, eradicating poverty and hunger, and strengthening cooperation in the fields
ofhigher education, research, training, innovation, artificial intelligence, digitalization, and
biotechnologies.

Concluding his speech, HE the Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs encouraged



ministers, investment officials, and businessrepresentatives to communicate, discuss
investmentmechanisms and potential partnerships, and exchange best practices, stressing the
State of Qatar’s continued commitment to its approach based on cooperation and dialogue to
achievethe goals of theinternational and regional community in preserving the multilateral

international system, peace, security, stability, and prosperity throughout the world. (QNA)



