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By Haroon Rashid Qureshi

Consultant—Privacy, Al &Data Governance

Duringthe International Data Privacy Day eventin Doha, RKIspoke with Shaheer Ahmed Bakali, a

privacy, Al, and data governance consultant. Born and raised in Doha, Bakaliholds a Bachelor's


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/shaheer-ahmed-bakali-urges-careful-data-sharing-online/

degreein Computer Engineering from Hamad Bin Khalifa University and a Master s degree in
Cyber Security from City University of London. He currently advises organizations on privacy
compliance, data protection, and responsible Alimplementation.

Bakalidescribed the eventas animportant platform to emphasize the significance of personal
dataprivacy for bothindividuals and organizations. He noted that companies processing personal
data must comply with Qatar’s Personal Data Privacy Law (PDPL) and ensure that dataishandled
securely and responsibly.

“Itis essential for organizations to process personal data according to the law and to respect
individuals rights, including theright to access, rectify, object, and optout,” hesaid. He stressed
thatawareness oftheserightsis crucial for building trustin the digital environment.

Addressing the widespread use of social media, Bakaliadvised individuals to avoid oversharing
personalinformation online. “Itisimportant to read carefully before accepting website terms and
conditions,hesaid, noting that many users automatically agree to policies without
understanding what they are consenting to.

He also highlighted the growingrisks posed by artificial intelligence technologies. Content shared
online—including photos, videos, and personal details —can bereused or manipulated using Al

tools to generate misleading or harmful material. “Whatever you share online can potentially be



used againstyou,” he cautioned. “Being mindful about what you post protects not only you but
alsoyour family sreputation.”

Bakali concluded by emphasizing that safeguarding privacy requires awareness, responsible
online behavior, and careful control of personal information shared across digital platforms. He
encouraged both organizations and individuals to take proactive steps toward privacy protection,

highlighting that personal data securityis a shared responsibility in the digital age.



