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Canadian media briefings held in Toronto and Ottawa on 29 and 30 January to kick off
Qatar Canada and Mexico 2026 Year of Culture

rki.news

01 February 2026 —Toronto, Canada and Doha, Qatar: Prime Minister Mark Carney s visit to

Doha thismonth underscored Canada’s expanding partnership with Qatar, with culture


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/cultural-ties-take-centre-stage-following-canadian-prime-minister-mark-carneys-visit-to-doha/

positioned alongside trade, education, andinnovation as a strategic driver oflong-term bilateral
cooperation.

The visit coincided with thelaunch ofthe Qatar Canada and Mexico 2026 Year of Culture, ayear-
long programme designed to complement diplomatic momentum with cultural exchange across
art, sport, education, and commerce.

The Canadian medialauncheswereheld over alunchin Toronto at the Aga Khan Museum on
Thursday, 29January, and in Ottawa at the Embassy of the State of Qatar on Friday, 30 January.In
Toronto, Michael Bartlett, Chief Executive Officer Canada of Basketball, presented a basketball
to Qataridignitaries.

During a press briefingin Doha on 18 January, Prime Minister Carneysaid: “When the people of
different countries are familiar with each other’s cultures and perspectives, they re enriched and
they trusteach other more. They alsowantto domore together, to build together. And to thatend,
Canadaand Qatar are strengthening our people-to-people ties and our cultural ties. This year,
Qatar beginsits Year of Culture, buildinglasting relationships through cultural, educational,
business and creative exchanges.”

“Through the Year of Culture with Canada, Qataris investing in connections to sustain a strong,
forward-looking strategic partnership,” said Qatar'snewly appointed Ambassador to Canada,

His Excellency Mr. Tariq Ali Faraj Al-Ansari. These connectionsinclude skills-based



developmentinsportsectors, creative exchanges, and bolstering the creative industries. By
linking cultural exchange with economic opportunity and institutional cooperation, we are
building relationships to endure beyond 2026.”

Theinitiative reflects a shared approach to partnership thatlinks cultural exchange with trade
diversification, skills development, and market access, reinforcing cooperation beyond
traditional state-to-state channels.

Gastronomy

Programmingbeganin Januaryin Dohawith Canadian participationinthe Qatar International
Food Festival. Canadian chefs Christian Gosselin, Eric Chong, and Andy Hay took partin
culinary showcases thathighlighted innovation, craftsmanship, and Canada’s growing presence
inthe global culinary scene.

Sport

Sport forms akey pillar of collaboration, building on a shared FIFAWorld Cuplegacy. As part of
preparations for the FIBA Basketball World Cup Qatar 2027, Canada and Qatar are planning an
internationalbasketball friendly, linking the sport’s Canadian origins with Qatar’s expanding
investmentin global sport. Winter sport developmentis also a focus of the partnership with the
Qatar Winter Sports Committee planning initiatives spanning youth participation, coaching

development, and high-performance training. The committee will draw on Canadian expertise in



icehockey, curling, skating, and short track.

“AtCanada Basketball, our ambitionis not only to be the bestin the world on the court, but the best
for Canadainhowwelead, connect, and contribute beyond it. Thatiswhy sports diplomacy
mattersnow, morethanever, said Michael Bartlett, CEO of Canada Basketball. “Basketballhasa
unique ability to build lasting relationships between young people, communities, and nations—
relationships that strengthen trust, foster cooperation, and create impact that endures for
decades.”

Education and literacy

Education andliteracy will also play a central role throughout the year. Qatar Reads, led by Qatar
National Library, issetto expand to Canadain August 2026. The programme brings Arabic
storytelling, children’sliterature, and creative workshopsto Canadian audiences, while
reciprocal programming will introduce Canadian cultural traditions to families in Qatar.
Aspartofthe programme, a Doha Debates Town Hall will take placein Canada, focusing on
football and identity in the context of the FIFA World Cup 2026™. The Town Hall seriesisa
signature platform for youth-driven dialogue on global trends. Each event encourages open,
respectful exchange in a Majlis-style formatrooted in the Arab tradition of collaborative truth-
seeking.

Publicspace and design



Photography and public art will further reinforce cultural and commercial ties between
countries. Under One Sky, atouring exhibition reflecting on the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022™, will
tourtoseveral Canadian cities, while the JEDARIART initiative will presentlarge-scale murals by
Qatariand Canadianartistsin urban centres across both countries.

Economic partnership

The Qatar-Canada 2026 cultural partnershipisdesigned to complement broader trade and
investment objectives, positioning culture as along-term platform for economic partnership,
innovation, and sustained bilateral growth. Economic cooperation is embedded throughout the
programme, with partnershipsinvolving Qatar’s Ministry of Commerce and Industry expected to
create new opportunities for Canadian companies through platforms such as Project Qatar and

Hospitality Qatar.



