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The partner ships announced at the formal launch of Qatar Foundation’s QPHI aim to advance precision health
in Qatar

Doha, Qatar, 6 May 2024: Qatar Precision Health Institute, theleading national center for

research and implementation under Qatar Foundation, willleverage its cutting-edge genomic


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/qatar-precision-health-institute-embarks-on-collaboration-journey-to-translate-research-into-tangible-front-line-healthcare/

and multi-omicsresearch outcomesto usherinanew eraofhealthcare services across Qatar and

theregion.

Qatar Precision Health Institute (QPHI) has inked three memoranda of understanding (MoU) with
Hamad Medical Corporation (HMC), the Health Institutes of Tiirkiye (TUSEB), and the Global
Alliance for Genomics and Health (GA4GH) to advance the implementation of precision

diagnostics and treatments.

The collaborations will empower QPHI to deliver onits objectives of advancing preventive health,
developing diagnosis and life-saving treatment interventions, and acceleratingits National

Health Mapping Programs.

The MoUs were signed at Qatar Foundation's formallaunch of QPHI, which was established to
draw upon more than 10years of valuable data collection, research, and ecosystem development

by Qatar Biobankand Qatar Genome Programme.

Dr.Said Ismail, acting president of QPHI, said the agreements mark a new milestonein Qatar’s

journey asapioneerinimplementing precision medicine acrosstheregion.

“Our collaboration with some of the world'sleading health organizationsin the field of precision

medicine will enable Qatar and its partners to contribute to shaping the future ofhealthcare both



domestically and overseas with tangible benefits in terms of saving lives and improving the

wellbeing of people with diseases,” Dr.Ismail said.

Underits MoUwith HMC QPHIwill exchange knowledge and capacity-buildinginitiativesto

enhance clinical skills and expertise in precision health practices.

Commenting on the partnership, Dr. Abdullah Al Ansari, Acting Chief Medical Officer at Hamad
Medical Corporation, said: "We envision a future where precision medicine becomes the
cornerstone ofhealthcare, notjustin Qatar butacross the globe. Through this partnership, we aim
to combine our expertise with QPHI's cutting-edge research toredefine the standards of patient

care and treatment, ultimately savinglives and enhancing well-being.”

QPHIwill alsorefer patients carrying pathogenic genetic mutations to HMC's Center for Clinical
Precision Medicine and Genomics for further diagnosis and medical care using risk reduction

strategiesbased oninternational and national guidelines.

Whereas the collaboration of TUSEB with QPHIwill create a strong network to facilitate the
exchange ofknowledge, experience, and infrastructure. This partnership will utilize the
strengths of both partiesto promote progress in understanding and initiatives within the

healthcare ecosystem. This collaboration will involve forming a Joint Steering Group, managed by



both parties, to conduct strategicresearch and developmentin genomic technologies. The

primary objectiveisto enhance and shape the scientificlandscapes of Tiirkiye and Qatar.

Lastly, QPHIisalsojoining hands with GA4GH, an international, nonproﬂilliance formedin 2013

toaccelerate the potential of research and medicine to advance human health.

Commenting on their partnership with QPHI, Peter Goodhand, Chief Executive Officer, GA4GH,
Canada, said: “We congratulate the QPHI on this important step in realizing the benefits of
genomicresearchtohumanhealth. GA4GHis pleased towelcome QPHI to our community of
Driver Projectsand our National Initiatives Forum and we look forward to the collaboration and

exchange of best practices and knowledge.”

Inline with the MoU, QPHI will participate as a driver project of GA4GH, contributing to
developing and implementing technical products and participating in the foundational work
streams, which conceive products that encourage the responsible use of international genomic

data.



