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Paris, March 03 (QNA)—France's Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot said thathis countryisready
todefendits partnersinthe Middle Eastiftheyrequestassistance.

This comesamid attackslaunched by Iraninrecentdaysagainstseveral countriesintheregionin
response to US and Israeli strikes on Tehran.

Instatementsto the press, Tuesday, Barrotsaid thatthe ongoing warisdrawing anumber of
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regional countriesinto the conflict, including states that maintain relations, interests, and

defense agreementswith France.

Henoted that French Dassault Rafale fighter jetshave carried out air operationsto secure the

airspaceover Frenchbasesintheregion.

Inarelated matter, the French Foreign Minister confirmed that Franceis preparing to operate

flightsto evacuateitsmost vulnerable citizens from Middle Eastern countries affected by the war

againstIran.

According to French Foreign Ministry estimates, around 400,000 French citizens areresidingin or

are currently presentin the Middle Eastern countries concerned by the events, whether as

permanentresidents, dual nationals, employees, or tourists.



