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military flak
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Former prime minister and incarcerated Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder, Imran Khan,
hassaid thatheisready for any inquiry into his party’s 2014 sit-in, a day after the chief military
spokesperson hinted atajudicial probeinto the event. “Iwill be happyif1am presented before the

inquiry committee. All the allegationsleveled against me regarding the 2014 sit-in are false...the
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2013 election was the election of ROs,” he remarked while interacting informally with the media at
AdialaJailon Wednesday.The army on Tuesday sought a sincere and public apology from Khan
and asked him to shun whatit called “politics of anarchy and hate” torevive his political fortunes.
However, atthe same time, it dismissed the possibility of any ‘deal with the PTIfounder, saying
there won'tbe any talkswith “anarchists.” Atapress conference, DG Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) Major General Ahmed Sharifsaid that there was no doubt that the PTIwas behind
the May9riots. However, he said that yet some people were demanding the judicial commission to
probethe events of May 9. He said the army was ready for the formation of ajudicial commission
butadded thatsuch an inquiry should also cover the 2014 sit-in and other related events. In today's
mediainteraction, Imran Khan also questioned the feasibility of negotiations with the federal
governmentin light of former caretaker prime minister Anwarul Haq Kakar's reference to Form-
47.Kakar, while having a heated exchange with PML-Nleader Hanif Abbasiover wheat scandal,
hadreportedly hinted at dropping abombshell regarding Form-47, insinuating thatit “would
leave the PML-Nred-faced”. Kakar hinted at possible tampering in Form-47 while speaking to
Abbasi, aveiled reference to allegations also made by the opposition PTI, whose candidates allege
rigginginthe Feb 8 general elections. However, Kakarlater clarified thathisremarks were taken

out of contextin the media, stating thathe merely corrected Abbasi's erroneous statements



regarding the caretaker government s handling of the wheat procurement. During the media
interaction, Khan further alleged that PML-N members had suggested no elections would occur
and Nawaz Sharifwould not return to the country until Justice QaziFaiz Isabecame the chief
justice. He criticised the electoral processes, asserting that elections for president, prime minister,
Punjab chiefminister, and Senate were fraudulent. He claimed that private conversations with
PML-N membersrevealed their beliefthat elections and Sharif's return hinged on Justice Qazi
FaizIsa'sappointmentas chiefjustice. Khan said that half of his family isin the army and halfin the
bureaucracy. The armybelongs tous, and we haveno conflicts with it,” heremarked a day after
the military’s top spokesperson came down hard on Khan and his party over the May 9 mayhem. "I
only came to know about the events of May 9whenIwas presented in the Supreme Court...I
condemned the events of May 9in front of then chiefjustice Umar Atta Bandial,” he said. “For
God's sake, don't drag army into politics...we have never indulged in agitation in our 27-year
history...we dissolved two governments [in Punjab and at Centre] for elections because our

political party doesnotwant chaos,” said theincarceratedleader.



