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Italy Blocks US Base Use Without Approval
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Theltalyhasreportedly denied the United States permission to use the Sigonella Air Base after

American authorities failed to obtain prior authorization, according to Italian mediareports.

Italian Defense Minister Guido Crosetto made the decision after Italian authorities were informed

ofaU.S.flightplaninvolving bombersintending toland at Sigonella before heading toward the


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/italy-blocks-us-base-use-without-approval/

Middle East. Reportsindicated that Italian officials were notified only after the aircraft had

already taken off, raising concerns over procedural violations.

Preliminary checks byItalian authorities concluded that the flights were neither routine nor

logistical missions and therefore did not fall under existing bilateral agreements that allow U.S.

forcestouse militaryfacilities in Italy. Such operations require prior political and military

authorization.

Italy hosts several joint-use military bases under bilateral defense agreements and the NATO

framework, with Sigonella serving as a strategic hub for operationsin the Mediterraneanregion.

Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni stated thatroutine U.S. operationsremain permitted, but

anynon-routine military activity would require formal government and parliamentary approval.

Similarrestrictionshave alsobeenreportedin Spainregarding military operationslinked to

Middle East tensions.



