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Airlines warn of European flight disruptions
over fuel shortages
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Montreal, April 17 (QNA)-The head of the International Air Transport Associationhas warned
thatparts of Europe could begin canceling flights from late May due to potential jet fuel shortages,
raising concerns about disruption during the busy summer travel season.

Speakingon Friday, Director General Willie Walsh said effortswere under way to secure

alternative supplyroutes, but stressed the need for authorities to prepare coordinated
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contingency plansin case fuel rationing becomes necessary.

Europeanairlineshave alreadyraised concernsthatshortages could emerge within weeks,

following supply disruptionslinked toregional tensions affecting key energy routes.

One of the mainrisks stems from the potential closure of the Strait of Hormuz, a critical artery for

global oil flows, which hasimpacted the delivery of aviation fuel from the Middle East.

According tothe International Energy Agency, global demand for jet fuel and kerosene averaged

around 7.8 million barrels per dayin 2025, underlining the scale of reliance on stable supply

chains.

Europeremainsheavily dependent onimported aviation fuel, with roughly 75% of its supply

coming from the Middle East, leaving the sector particularly vulnerable to geopolitical

disruptions.



