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As I strolled through the bustling streets of F8 Islamabad, a poignant scene caught my attention. A
preteen girl stood alone in front of a bakery, her eyes fixed on the vibrant treats within. But it
wasn’t just the sweets that held her gaze; she was captivated by a family of four enjoying ice cream
cones together. The girl’s eyes followed them until they disappeared into the crowd, leaving her to
return to her solitary vigil.

My heart went out to this little one, and I approached her with a gentle smile. “Would you like to
chat for a bit, kiddo?” I asked. She looked up at me with a hint of surprise, then spoke directly from
her heart: “I wish I had a family to enjoy ice cream with.” The simplicity and sincerity of her words
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pierced my soul.

Though I didn’t have a single penny in my pocket, I offered to buy her an ice cream, hoping to bring
a fleeting moment of joy to her day. But she declined, her eyes welling up with tears, and quickly
ran away. This encounter left me with a whirlwind of thoughts and emotions. As I reflected on her
words, I realized that it’s the ache of loneliness that stings her the most rather than unattainable
treats.

Whoever feels the pain of others while enjoying the blessings of life is perhaps the best of men. This
experience taught me to be more empathetic, to notice the little ones, and to cherish the moments
we share with our loved ones.


