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AsIstrolled through the bustling streets of F8 Islamabad, a poignant scene caught my attention. A

preteengirl stood alone in front of abakery, her eyes fixed on the vibrant treats within. But it

wasn tjust the sweets thatheld her gaze; she was captivated by a family of four enjoyingice cream
conestogether. The girl's eyes followed them until they disappeared into the crowd, leaving her to

returnto her solitary vigil.

My heartwent out to thislittle one, and Iapproached her with a gentle smile. “Would youlike to
chatforabit, kiddo?" I asked. Shelooked up at me with a hint of surprise, then spoke directly from

herheart: “IwishIhad afamilyto enjoyice cream with.” The simplicity and sincerity of her words
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pierced mysoul.

ThoughIdidn'thaveasingle pennyin mypocket, Ioffered tobuyheranice cream, hopingtobring
afleetingmoment ofjoytoherday.Butshe declined, her eyes welling up with tears, and quickly
ran away. This encounter left me with a whirlwind of thoughts and emotions. AsIreflected on her
words, Irealized thatit’s the ache ofloneliness that stings her the mostrather thanunattainable

freats.

Whoever feels the pain of others while enjoying the blessings of life is perhaps the best of men. This
experience taughtmeto be more empathetic, tonotice thelittle ones, and to cherish the moments

wesharewith ourloved ones.



