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The United Statesis awaiting Iran s response to its proposed deal aimed at ending the Middle East
conflictand reopening a key Gulfshippinglane.

Asianmarketsrose and oil prices fell after US President Donald Trump said an agreement could be
near following positive talks. Iran said it would pass its position to mediator Pakistan.

Any extension of a ceasefire between the United States and Iran could ease tensionsin Lebanon,

where a fragile truce with Israel was strained after a strike in southern Beirutkilled a Hezbollah
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commander.

Thewar,launched by the United Statesand Israelinlate February, hasseen Iran respond with
attacksacrosstheregion and disrupt shippingin the Strait of Hormuz, akey energyroute.

Trump briefly authorized anaval operation to secure shipping and reopen the strait, butitwas
suspended within hoursamid progressin Pakistan-mediated talks backed by Gulf states.

InIran, concernsare growing over worsening conditions as the conflict continues.

“The economicsituation gotworse, and this governmenthas become even more brutal, "said Ali,
49, speaking from Tonekabon via Paris, using only his first name for safety.

“We've had verygood talks over thelast 24 hours,” Trump said, adding a dealis possible but

warning ofrenewed strikesifIranrejects US terms.



