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AsPakistan prepares for the upcoming ODI series against Australia, the debate surrounding team
selection continuesto grow stronger among cricket fans and experts. The possible return of
experienced players such as Haris Raufand Shadab Khan hasraised serious questions about
whether Pakistan cricketis truly committed to supporting and developingits young bowling
talent.

Many supportersbelieve the national team management should focus more on rewarding players
who have consistently performed wellin domestic cricket and the Pakistan Super League.
According tofans, Pakistan has always produced world-class fastbowlers and spinners when
young players were trusted, backed, and given enough opportunities to grow at the international
level. However, many now fear thatemerging talentis once again being overlooked in favor of
established names.

Questions have especiallybeen raised regarding Haris Rauf’sinclusion in the ODI training camp
despite hisabsence from the previous ODIseries and inconsistent performancesin the format.
Fansare askingwhatrecentachievementsjustified his return ahead of younger fastbowlers who
have shown strong form and impressive performances in domestic competitions. The criticismis

notdirected personally at HarisRaufbutrather ata selection process many feellacks



transparency and fairness.

Similarly, the presence of Shadab Khan in the squad could directly affect the opportunities
available to promising spinner Sufiyan Mugeem, who hasbeenregarded as one of the standout
youngbowlersinrecent PSL seasons. Many cricket followers believe thatsacrificing an in-form
youngster for an experienced player struggling to deliver consistently sends a negative message to
emerging cricketerstryingto earntheirplaceinthenationalside.

The concernsextend beyond justa few players. Young pacers such as Hunain Shah, Ali Raza, Akif
Javed, and Shahnawaz Dahanihave all shown significant promise but continue to struggle for
consistent opportunities at the highestlevel. Many fans believe the current environment does not
provide enough confidence or stability for young players to properly establish themselves.
Another point of debateis theleadership structure, with some critics arguing that Shaheen
Afridi’sstrong presence in ODI cricket as a captain may also be limiting opportunities for younger
fastbowlers. While Shaheen remains one of Pakistan'sleading pacers, concerns have been raised
aboutbalancing senior experience with the development of fresh talent.

Ifthe same selection patterns continue and deserving young players arerepeatedly overlooked,
public frustration will only grow stronger. Supporters want a team that represents performance,

fairness, and the future of Pakistan cricket.



Tahmeed Sadiq

Birmingham-UK



