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KYIV, May 15 —Russia and Ukraine exchanged 205 prisoners of war on Friday, justhours after

rescue teams concluded search operations ata destroyed apartment blockin Kyivthatkilled 24

civilians, including three girls.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky said most of the released Ukrainian prisoners had been

held since 2022.The exchange took place amid a brief ceasefire that ended thisweek following


https://rahbarkisan.com/wp/prisoner-swap-after-deadly-kyiv-apartment-strik/

renewedlarge-scale Russian strikes across Ukraine, including a missile attack thatreduced an 18-

flatresidential building torubble.

Kyivmarked a day of mourning asemergency crews finished a 28-hour operationinthe

Darnytskyidistrict, whereresidents and soldiershad gathered throughout the search for missing

relatives. Among the victims were families, a kindergarten teacher, and two employees of postal

service Nova Poshta, bothnamed Dmytro.

Elsewhere, Russian officials said four people, including a child, were killed when Ukrainian

dronesstruck Ryazan, southeast of Moscow. Local authoritiesreported damage toresidential

buildings, while Ukraine said its forces targeted an oil refineryin the region.

The prisoner swap and parallel strikes highlight continued escalation despite intermittent

diplomatic and ceasefire efforts, with both sides accusing each other of targeting civilian areas

and criticalinfrastructure during ongoing hostilities.



