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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump said on Wednesday that Washington would give
diplomacy one final opportunity to secure a permanent settlement with Iran, while warning that
militaryactionremains an option iftalks fail.

Speakingtoreportersbefore departing from Joint Base Andrews, Trump said negotiations with

Iran werein their “finalstages” and stressed that he preferred a peaceful outcome over further
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conflictintheregion.

“I'minnohurry.Ideally, I'dlike to see fewpeoplekilled, as opposed toalot,” Trump said, while
criticizingIranianleadership over worseningliving conditions and rising publicanger inside the
country.

Meanwhile, Pakistan's Interior Minister Mohsin Naqviarrivedin Tehran for his second visit
within aweek and metIranian Interior Minister Eskandar Momeni. Pakistan has continued
diplomatic efforts aimed at reducing tensions between Iran, the US and Israel.

Regional tensions escalated after US and Israeli strikes on Iran earlier this year, followed by
Iranian missile and drone attacks across theregion. A ceasefire waslater achieved through
Pakistanimediation, although negotiationsin Islamabad failed to secure a permanent agreement.
Trump alsoreaffirmed close coordination with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
saying both countriesremained united on Iran policy.

Addressing graduates at the Coast Guard Academylaterin the day, Trump claimed Iran’s military
had beenseverelyweakened and repeated thatthe USwould notallow Tehran to develop nuclear

weapons.



