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WASHINGTON/HAVANA: The United States has filed criminal charges against Cuban Revolution

leader Raul Castro, seen aspartofarenewed pressure campaign against Cuba, Xinhuareported.

According tothe U.S.Department of Justice, Castrois accused over the 1996 downing of two

civilian aircraft operated by the Cuban exile group Brothersto the Rescue, inwhich four people
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wereKilled. The case, revived three decadeslater, includes charges of conspiracy tokill U.S.
nationals, destruction of aircraft,and murder.

Cubasaystheaircraftenteredits airspaceillegally and calls the action self-defense, rejecting the
allegations as politically motivated. Havana described the indictment asa “politicalmaneuver”
and partofbroader U.S. hostility toward the island.

The announcementhasreignited debate over U.S.-Cubarelations, with analysts warning it could
deepentensionsandnarrow alreadylimited diplomatic channels. Some observers say the move
mayincrease domestic political pressure in the United States butis unlikely toresultin Castro’s
extradition or trial.

Theindictment comesamid continued U.S. sanctions and heightened rhetorictoward Havana. The
U.S.Southern Command hasreportedincreased military presencein the Caribbean, adding to
regional sensitivity.

Despite tensions, limited diplomatic contacts between the two sideshave continued inrecent
weeks, though analysts caution such developmentsrisk beingundermined by escalatinglegaland

political confrontation.



