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GENEVA: The World Health Organization (WHO) has clarified that the current Ebola outbreakin
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Uganda is a publichealth emergency of
international concern (PHEIC), but not a pandemic emergency, Xinhua reported.

WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said the Ebolarisk remains “high at
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national and regionallevels, andlow at the globallevel,” stressing the situation does not meet
criteriafor a global pandemic emergency.

Henoted thata WHO Emergency Committee meton Tuesday and endorsed his earlier assessment
thatthe outbreak requiresinternational concernand coordination. Tedros had already declared
the PHEIC on Sunday, marking the first time he made such a declaration before convening the
committee.

According to WHO, the outbreak has so far confirmed 51 casesin the northern provinces of Ituri
and North Kivuin the DRC, with officials saying the situationismore severe in the DRCthan in
Uganda.

The WHO emphasized that while the outbreak requires strong regionalresponse measures, there
isnoindication ofuncontrolled global spread at this stage.

Health authorities continue monitoring the situation and coordinating response efforts to contain

transmission and strengthen preparednessin affected regions, the organization added.



