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Exclusive Interview at DATC 2026 Doha

BY Haroon Rashid Qureshi

During the Doha Advanced Toastmasters Conference (DATC 2026), internationally renowned
speaker, coach, and corporate culture consultant Mohamed Ali Shukri attracted strong attention
for his humility, professionalism, and inspiring presence. Participants and delegates described
him as approachable, consistently smiling, and highly respectful in his interactions with
everyone.

Hispresencereflected both his global standing in communication and leadership development
and hislong-term commitment to empowering individuals and organizations through effective
communication, cultural transformation, and performance excellence.

Profile: A Global Leader in Communication and Transformation

Mohamed Ali Shukri, MBA, CTL, AS, isaninternationally award-winning speaker, corporate
culture consultant, and Co-Active coach with decades of experience inleadership development
and communication training.

Heiswidelyrecognized as a pioneerinthe global Toastmastersmovement.In 2006, he became the

first Arab speaker toreach the World Championship of Public Speaking Finals in Washington,



D.C.,alandmarkachievementthatinspired speakersacrossthe Middle Eastand beyond.

In August 2020, he achieved another historic milestone when he was awarded the prestigioustitle
of “Accredited Speaker” by Toastmasters International, becoming the firstand only recipient
fromthe Middle Easttoreceive thishonor.

Heholdsan MBAin Transformational Leadership from St. John York University, United Kingdom,
andisa Certified Transformational Leader (CTL) from the Chartered Management Institute (CMI),
UK.

HeistheFounderand CEO of Y Access Training Solutions Company, leading programs focused on
leadership development, corporate communication, organizational culture, and personal
transformation.

Heisalsothe author ofthebook “You Are The One And Only”, reflecting his philosophy of self-
awareness, confidence-building, and personal growth.

Overtheyears, he hasworked with multinational corporations, government institutions, and
individuals across continents, helping them strengthen communication skills, leadership
presence, and high-performance culture.

Interview Highlights

Finding Purpose Through Toastmasters



Speaking abouthisjourneyinto Toastmasters, Shukrirecalled thatitbeganin Bahrain while
workinginthe corporate sector.

“Myboss encouraged me tojoin Toastmasters because it was a corporate club within Aluminium
Bahrain,” hesaid. “Iwasworkingin safety management, where communication is essential to
influence people and preventaccidents.”

Althoughinitially a professional suggestion, he said the experience quickly became deeply
personal.

“Atfirst, itwas advice from my supervisor, butlater I discovered a completely new world. If
something doesnot come fromthe heart, it willnever work. Nobody forced me to continue. I
stayed because I found my passion there.”

Headded thatToastmasters helped him discover hisidentity and direction.

“Ifound myselfin Toastmasters. It changed mylife and helped me grow personally and

professionally.”

A22-Year]Journey of Growth
Shukrihasbeen associated with Toastmasters since 2004, marking more than two decades of
continuousinvolvement.

“Ithasbeenaround 22 years,” hesaid. “I1did take ashortbreak, butIreturned because itis part of



wholIam.”

He emphasized that confidence isbuilt through practice and encouragement.

“You speak among friends who support you. That environment makes you fearless. Gradually, it
becomes easier to face real-world audiences.”

For him, the mostimportant transformationisinternal.

“Itisnotjust about speaking skills. It helps you find your voice, your message, and your purpose.”
Global Family of Speakers

Reflecting on hisinternational journey, Shukrisaid Toastmasters creates a powerful global bond.
“Everyplace where there are Toastmastersis special forme,” hesaid. “Whetherin Europe,
America, or Asia, themoment youmeetamember, you feellike family."

Hedescribed the organization asabridge across cultures and identities.

“Itconnects people beyond nationality, race, orlanguage. It creates one global family.”

Impactinthe ArabWorld

Shukrihighlighted Bahrain's pioneering role in promoting Toastmasters in the Gulfregion, noting
thatthe first clubin the Middle East was established in 1964 in Awali within the oil and gas sector.
He alsoreflected onrepresentation at globallevel.

“When Ireached the World Championship finals in 2006, I became the first Arab to achieve that



milestone,” hesaid. “Itinspired many people in the region to believe that global success is possible
regardless oflanguage barriers.”

Following hisachievement, he noted increased participation of Arab speakersin Toastmasters
worldwide.

Shukrioffered a clear message for those considering Toastmasters.

“Donotjoin Toastmastersunless you truly want to change your life,” he said. “Ifyoujoin only for
social reasons, it will notwork.”

He stressed that the platformis designed for transformation.

“Toastmasterswas founded to prepare people for the real world. If you want confidence,

leadership skills, and influence, thenitis the best place.”

Technology, Al, and the Future of Communication

Addressing artificial intelligence, Shukrisaid technologyisrapidly transforming communication,
buthuman connectionremainsirreplaceable.

“Alispowerful and people now useittowrite and speak, hesaid. “Butitis onlya tool. It should not
replace human communication.”

Heemphasized authenticity asalasting value.

“There are things Al cannot do. Real emotion, real presence, and real connection will always



matter.”

Message to Non-Members

He encouraged people toapplylearning beyond formal settings.

“Donotkeepyourlearninginside Toastmasters, hesaid. “Go outinto your community and use
your skillsin reallife.”

He stressed that communication should create realimpact.

“Your growth should not stop atlearning. It should improve your life and the lives of others around

1

you.

ALifelong Bond

Comparing his experience to sports enthusiasm, Shukrisaid meeting Toastmasters feelslike
meetinglifelong friends.

“Whenever Imeet a Toastmaster anywhere in the world, it feelslike meeting along-lost friend,”
hesaid. “Ithasbeen a major part of mylife since 2004. Itis almost half of mylifetime.”
Reflections on Qatar Experience and Personal Regret

Mohamed Ali Shukri: In 2007, his second attempt to qualify for the World Championship Finals
was from Doha. Herecalls fond memories of the warm and welcoming Toastmasters family in

Qatar, many of whom he still meets at conferences even after almost two decades. Since then, he



sayseveryannual conference he attendsin Qatar hasimpressed him with its exceptional quality in
both depth and breadth. Above all, he highlights the vibrant spirit of the events, noting that they
feel, byinternational standards, far more thanregional gatherings.

When asked aboutregretsas a Toastmaster, herespondsthathe does have them. Hereflects that
whenever his Toastmasters experience did not serve others but only himself, it felt hollow from
within, nomatter how polished or successfulitappeared from the outside.

Conclusion

Mohamed Ali Shukri'sjourney reflects the transformative power of communication, leadership,
andlifelonglearning. Froma corporate professionalin Bahrain to a globally recognized speaker
and mentor, his story continuesto inspire thousands across continents.

AtDATC2026inDoha, hismessage remained consistentand powerful: true successliesnot onlyin

speaking well, butin connecting meaningfully with people and contributing positively to society.



